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Sear 
Life’s Eventide 
By W. Rupert Clark 
hi J 
a a 
FAs is the sunlight on the hills at morn 
When night’s dark murk by Heaven's 
great orb is torn ; 
Glowing and bright the warmth lies on the grass 
When o’er the meads the lovely noon doth pass ; 
But when from earth the softened light doth leave, 
Like gentle peace is the deep calm of eve ; 
Oh, the still eve for me! 


Fair are life’s hopes when ardent youth flames out 

And with its radiance puts dark fears to rout ; 

Divinely bright are manhood’s glowing fires, 

The full hand’s work, the spirit’s strong desires ; 

But oh, how tender are the dusks that creep 

When old age comes to usher in God’s sleep; 
Oh, sweet old age for me ! : 
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Can We Understand Our Experience? 


There is only one safe way to interpret our .ex- 


periences. They may be very unexpected, very strange 
and baffling, or very wonderful and blessed; and we 
can easily go astray ifwe try to interpret them by 
' our own reasoning. he only safe interpretation ‘is 
the Word of God. @ only safe interpreter is the 
Holy Spirit, who wr the God-breathed words of 
Scripture. .Yet it is possible for us to see many won- 
derful things happen without realizing that these events 
are just what the Scripture has said would happen. 
The two disciples who went to the empty sepulcher 
saw, from the condition of the grave clothes of our 
Lord, that he had risen from the dead. Those empty 
grave clothes lay there, not folded by any human 
hands or even by the hands of the Lord himself, but 
like a. collapsed chrysalis, as the resurrection body of 
Christ had -passed directly through them, just_as later 
he passed through closed doors and appeared to his 
disciples. So these two disciples at the sepulcher be- 
lieved. from the evidence before them that their Lord 
had risen, but “as yet they knew not the. scripture, 
that he must rise again from the dead” (John 20: 
9). They believed from the convincing. evidence of 
their eyes, but they did not yet know the Scripture 
teaching on the subject. This they learned later, when 
the risen Lord himself, explaining to them his death 
and resurrection, said: “These are the words which 
I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all 
things must be fulfilled) which were written in the 
law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, 
concerning me. Then opened he their understanding, 
that they might understand the scriptures. And said 
unto them, Thus it is. written, and thus it behoved 
Christ to suffer, and-to rise from the dead the third 
day” (Luke 24: 44-46). The resurrection of the Son 


of God ftom the dead can never be repeated, — it has 
been accomplished once for all, that sinners might be 
saved. But we may count upon never-ending experi- 
ences that are very wonderful, after receiving Christ 
as Saviour and Lord; and we may have a flood. of 
light from the Scriptures upon all our own experiences. 


a“ 


Pharaoh’s High Standard 


Men pride themselyes on having higher standards 
today than the primitive peoples of long ago. But the 
general standards of morality in the world are falling, 
not rising. Almost 4,000 years ago, for example, the 
Pharaoh who was king of Egypt in Abram’s time was 
keener to recognize moral standards and the necessity 
for God’s judgment upon immorality than are many 
highly educated and civilized people today. Pharaoh 
took.Abram’s wife, Sarai, into his palace, intending to 
make her his wife. He did not know that the woman 
was Abram’s wife, for Abram himself had deceived the 
king. Then we read that “the Lord plagued Pharaoh 
and his house with great plagues because of Sarai 
Abram’s. wife” (Gen. 12:17). e are not tud that 
God spoke directly to Pharaoh, but we are told that 
Pharaoh recognized the meaning of this judgment from 
God, and that he rebuked Abram for having let him 
come near to committing great sin; and then he re- 
stored Abram’s wife to him. But when God sends 
floods and. earthquakes and pestilence — plagues — 
today, “educated” men say it is superstitious to suppose 
that God has anything to do with it, or that such 
calamities could possibly be judgments connected with 
men’s sins. Why is the “advanced” intellect of man- 
kind in this twentieth century ready to believe every- 
thing but the Word of God? 


Real Truth Seekers 


“Truth” is a favorite word of those who do not 
want the truth. The most notorious atheists and un- 
believers of past ages and of today have always as- 
serted that their unbelief is the result of their desire 
to have the truth at any cost. “Let us face the facts 
fearlessly,” say modern iconoclasts, “no matter what 
traditions or superstitions have to go.” When they 
say this they are referring especially to the Word of 

and the revelation that Jesus Christ is his Son, ' 

and the only Saviour of men. And what they are 
really doing is to accept falsehoods while they reject 
the truth. All who are honestly seeking and desir- 
ing and, up to their light, welcoming the truth, will 
recognize and welcome Christ as Saviour when he is 
presented to them. This is not mere human opinion; 
it is the utterance of the Son of God, for he said, 
“Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice” 
(John 18:37). Therefore it is impossible for anyone 
to be sincerely and honestly a truth-seeker and deny 
or reject the claims of Christ when they. are presented. 
Pilate was an immortal type of the scornful, egotis- 
tically “superior” and “intellectual”? man of both the 
first century and the twentieth. His question, “What 
is truth?” sounds very honest and thoughtful, It was 
dishonest and superficial. He .was not really inter- 
ested in the truth, for he rejected Christ. And it was 
to this same Pilate that Christ had just spoken the 
words, “Every one that is of the truth heareth my 
voice.” Pilate had to admit to the Jews, “I find in 
him no fault at all.” But Pilate counted the cost 
of acquitting and acknowledging Christ as too high 
a price to pay for the truth; and so he granted a 
murderer unto the people and “killed the Prince. of 
life.” The truth is the only way of life, for Christ 
alone is “the Truth.” : 


Secularitis 


ing to a close. Only a few months are left, and 

into them the Master wishes to crowd.as much 
teaching as possible upon the supremely vital truths 
concerning God. and his love and righteousness. He 
is now in Galilee on his last preaching tour. One 
day when an unusually large number of people are 
gathered together to listen to his words, he unfolds 
before their minds and hearts again some of the things 
that he has repeatedly in one way or another tried to 
make them understand and put into practice in their 
everyday living. He bids them beware of the hypoc- 
risy of the scribes and Pharisees. Assuring those 
who have come to believe in him that God will be 
their sure defense amid scenes of danger and perse- 
cution, he exhorts them ‘to be ever ready to confess 
their Master before men. He seeks to confirm them 
in their loyalty to him by prophesying that when they 
are haled before temporal authorities for his sake, the 
Holy Spirit will teach them what to say. 

How powerfully these. words of Chrjst must be 
striking home! Surely all his hearers must be deeply 
impressed. But some at least evidently are not. There 
is one man in particular who does not seem to have 
taken in anything of what the Saviour has been say- 
ing; for immediately upon heafing the great. Teacher 
a his disciples the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 

e breaks forth with this rude and irrelevant inter- 
ruption: “Master, speak to my brother, that he divide 
the inheritance with me” (Luke 12: 13). 

Poor, sense-bound soul! He is afflicted with secular- 
itis, or acute. inflammation of the secular instinct. 
All, the while the Saviour has been speaking upon 
some of the loftiest- themes that can ever engage the 
minds of men, this man has been planning how -to 
obtain retiress for a temporal grievance he has suf- 
fered at the hands of his brother. He sees in Christ 


Ti earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus is draw- 


not the Lord of life and truth, but a judge who can, 


be induced to force his brother to restore the part 
of the inheritance he has wrongfully kept. While 


the Lord Jesus has been talking about God, he has’ 
been thinking about gold. Far from yieldirg to the. 
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eternal claims of Christ; “Hé. would make Christ an 
instrument for furthering his own temporal claims. 
We pity this man. But théré are plenty of people 
today just ag insensible to the. spiritual appeals of 
Christ. They can listen to the most eloquent pleas 
to follow Christ, and pay no. attention whatever. In 
every church can be found people who -are thinking 
about gold and houses and dresses and games and 
dinner, while the preacher is spéaking about God and 
Christ and truth and right and Heaven and redemp- 
tion. , 

This man was not to be blamed for seeking to ob- 
tain his rights nor censured for.trying to secure legal 
redress for this injury inflicted upon him. : The trou- 
ble was that he had let the wrong poison his mind 
and harden his heart against the appeals of - divine 
truth. . Bitter brooding upon what he ought to get 
frome his brother -had blinded his eyes to what he 
could have from Christ. There are few of us who 
have never been wronged in one way or another. 
We are not called upon meekly to yield up our rights. 
But we are not to seek revenge nor to let hate eat 
into our souls like gangrene. In so far as we nurse 
an injury and refuse to forgive those who have 
wronged us, we lock our hearts against the love of 
God. And oh, what a tragic mistake it is for us 
thus to allow the temporal. injuries we may have re- 
ceived at the hands of men to rob us of the eternal 
blessings we might obtain from the hands of Christ! 

Reading between the lines, we are warranted in 
assuming that if this man had not set undue value 
upon the things of the world, the injustice of his 
brother would not have proved so potent to wreck 
his peace of mind. And the more we anchor our af- 
fections upon the things of sense the more frequently 
and the more cruelly are we going to be hurt. If a 
man is foolish enough when at the beach to lie in 
the blazing. sunynoti his skin blisters with sunburn, 
he will find, tha¢ OF the and weeks the least little 
thing touching bigs will inflict excruciating paip. 
Many folks bask inthe Sunshine of a purely material- 
istic outlook upan / until. their souls become so 
ee 
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sunburned with worldly-mindedness that the pettiest 
trials and the most trivial temporal disappointments 
become agonizingly painful. 

Sharply rebuking this man for his rude interruption 
and refusing to be made a,judge in a civil suit over 
temporal matters, the Losd/Jesus turns to the people 
with an earnest exhortation to give a wide berth to 
the spirit of worldliness, saying, “Take heed, and 
beware of covetousness: for a man’s life consisteth 
not in-the abundance of the things which he possess- 
eth.” The original text brings out clearly and most 
suggestively that Christ is here speaking not of the 
life which we live, but of the life by which we live. 
He says in so many words that the life of the soul 
is not sustained by the things of sense. Material pos- 
sessions do not nourish the immortal spirit of man. 
Not gold, but God, is the life of the soul. 

How utterly foolish many people show themselves 
in the way they try to feed their souls! Even among 
Christians we find those who insist upon spoiling their 
appetites for the nourishing food that God spreads 
before them by over-indulgence in the sweets of the 
world. In our large cities hundreds and thousands of 
girls and young business women are ruining their 
health and unfitting themselves to do their best work 
in stores and offices by patronizing soda fountains in- 
stead of restaurants at the noon hour. They seem 
entirely to overlook the simple fact that a dish of beef 
stew is much more nourishing than a chocolate sundae 
or a strawberry college ice. And when we see so 
many Christians devoting hours and hours to things 
that contribute little or nothing to the strengthening 
of character and the enrichment of the inner life, 
we can hardly help wondering whether they are not 
even more foolish than those girls who think they 
can live on candy and sodas. 

Babies have an alarming propensity for putting into 
their mouths everything they can lay their hatids on 
— buttons, pins, marbles, pencils, it makes no differ- 
ence what, Anything. small enough to swallow they 
try to swallow. “The brighter the object, the better 
for swallowing” sums up the average infant’s philos- 
ophy. of life. .It is his response to the physical uni- 
verse into which he finds himself so unexpectedly 
thrust. But what shall we say of people of mature 
years who. seek to satisfy their immortal souls with 
the purely material things of sense that are without 
any spiritual nutritive value? And in the sight of God 
which one is making the bigger mistake, the baby who 
tries to feed his body with coppers, or the man who 
hopes to nourish his soul with dollars? 
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Our Lord's Resurrection Body 

Will you give us light on the body that Jesus 
assumed after his resurrection? Did his body change 
at once to the spiritual one after the resurrectior 
and remain so aia | his various appearances, as 
it would seem when he “vanished out of sight” or 
came into the: room “the doors being shut”? Or - 
did he have the power to assume the physical body 
at will, as when he said, “A spirit hath not flesh and 
bones as ye see me have,” and when-he ate with 
them ? 

We have no pastor out here, and we teachers de- 
pend on the Times to explain the Bible to our pupils, 
Just now we are studying the various appearances 
of our Lord, and we teachers do not quite agree as 
to whether Christ’s body at all times was the spir- 
itual one, or whether he changed it at will or re- 
tained his physical body until his ascension. We 
should be very glad of the correct teaching on this 
point. 

We all take the Times and use no other Bible 
helps—A Washington State reader. . 


The answer given in the Scriptures to these ques- 
tions should leave us in no doubt as to the outstanding 
facts connected with our Lord’s resurrection. There 
is, of course, a great mystery here that we cannot 
comprehend, or understand fully, until our own bodies 
have been “fashioned like unto his glorious body, 
according to the working whereby he is able even to 
subdue all things unto himself” (Phil. 3:21). “For 
now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face 
to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know 
even as also I am known” (1 -Cor. 13:12). 

The fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians tells us 
more about the resurrection body than any other one 
exposition of this subject in the Bible. This chapter, 
taken with the historical records in the four Gospels 
which describe our Lord’s resurrection and his ap- 
pearances to his disciples after his resurrection, makes 
plain the fact that his natural body was changed in- 
stantly into his resurrection body on the third day 
after his death, and that this supernatural resurrection 
body never reverted again to the natural body that 
our Lord had before his death. In the resurrection 
chapter mentioned, Paul declares by infallible inspira- 
tion and revelation: “Now is Christ risen from the 
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dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 
. . . Christ_the firstfruits; afterward they that are 
Christ’s at his coming.” In other words, our Lord’s 
resurrection body was the firstfruits, the- first demon- 
stration made by God, of the divine victorious power 
over physical death. Christ’s resurrection body was 
and is the sort of body that all who have believed in 
Christ shall have “at his coming.” And Paul de- 
scribes the resurrection body in detail, likening it to 
that which comes up out of the ground when a grain 
of wheat, or some other grain, is sown. Of the physi- 
cal, human body of believers Paul says: “It is sown 
in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: it is sown 
in dishonour; it is: raised.in glory: itis sown in 
weakness; it is raised in power: it is sown a natural 
body ; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural 
body, and there is- a-spiritual body. . , ..Now this I 
say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit in- 
corruption, . . . For this corruptible must put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal. must put on immortality. 
So when this corruptible ‘shall have put on incorrup- 


then shall be brought to pass the saying that is writ- 
ten, Death is swallowed up in victory.” : 
This passage shows us that, while the natural body 
that died“is the very body that is raised again from 
the dead, in the case both of our Lord and of all be- 
lievers, it becomes a miraculously changed body. in 
the resurrection. Before the resurrection it was mor- 
tal, it could die; in the resurrection it becomes im- 
mortal, and never again can_death touch it. The natu- 
ral body: is subject to corruption; the resurrection 
body is incorruptible. The natural body is “in dis- 
honour,” being.“our vile body,” or “body of humilia- 
tion” (Phil. 3:21); but in the resurrection it is 
changed by the power of God into a glorious body, ex- 
changing its dishonor -for glory. e know only too 
well that our natural bodies are weak, subject to 
sickness and disease of every sort; the resurrection 
body is “in power,” never again to know weakness. 
Paul sums the matter up in the statement: “It is 
sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body.” 
Just what the “spiritual body” is, in every detail, we 
cannot know until we see the Lord face to face and 


are like him. . “Beloved, now are we the sons of God,- 


and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him; for we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). 
Let us be sure of one thing: the resurrection body, 
while it is a spiritual body, is.also a body. It is not 
a ghost, not a mere spirit. There are disembodied 
spirits, but our Lord after his resurrection was not 
such. Therefore we have the record in Luke 24, to 
which the inquirer has referred. When the risen 
Lord appeared to the disciples, and spoke to them, 
“Peace be unto you,” “they were terrified and af- 
frighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit.” 
He reassured them with the words: “Behold my 
hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, 
and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
see me have.” -As they still could scarcely believe 
for joy, he partook of “a piece of a broiled fish, and 
of an honeycomb.” But there is nothing in the Scrip- 
tures, either “here in the Gospels or later in the Epis- 
tles, to intimate that our Lord after his resurrection 


ever changed his spiritual body back into his natural 


body. If we knew more about the resurrection body 
than we can yet know, we should doubtless under- 


_stand why it was quite unnecessary for him to re- 


sume his natural, physical body. 

It is to be noted that our Lord, when he called 
the disciples’ attention to the fact that he was not 
a mere spirit or ghost, and that his body was a 
of “flesh and bones,” did not say “flesh and blood.” 
Paul tells us by inspiration that “flesh and blood can- 
not inherit the kingdom of God.” Bringing these two 
passages together, Bible teachers have called atten- 
tion to the fact that the resurrection body, while con- 
sisting of flesh and bones, is not one of flesh and blood. 
Our Lord shed his blood on the cross, in his volun- 
tary death as the sinners’ substitute and Saviour, and 
evidently that sacrifice of his blood meant something 
eternal. “Ye were not redeemed with corruptible 
things, as silver and gold, .*. . but with the precious 
blood of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 

From these various Scriptures and recorded facts 
it is evident that the resurrection body has certain 
mysterious powers and properties, and at the same 
time substantial, tangible, visible characteristics, that 
account for all that occurred after our Lord’s resur- 
rection. _But the resurrection body is supernatural, 
beyond the understanding or experience of all of us 
who are yet living in our natural bodies. 

Another question bearing on this subject comes 
from a Pennsylvania reader: 

Will you kindly answer the following question: 
Could, or would, the body of the Lord Jesus have « 
corrupted had it remained in the grave long €nough? 
Is there really any gain in trying to think what 

might have occurred if God had done differently? 
If God had not done what he did do, what would have 
happened? No one but God knows, and it would seem 
wiser for God’s people not to be drawn away into 
studying questions of this sort. Peter, in his- great 
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sermon on the day of Pentecost, quoted David's 
the 


prophecy in the sixteenth Psalm concerning Lord 


Jesus Christ. David predicted by inspiration: “My 
flesh also shall rest in hope.. For thou wilt not leave 
my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy 


One to see corruption.” Peter, quoting this passage, < 


showed that David could not have been speaking of 
himself, for David “is both dead and buried, and his 
sepulchre is with us unto this day. . . .. He seeing 
this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that 
his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did 
see corruption. This Jesus hath God raised up, 
whereof we all are witnesses” (Acts 2: 25-32). 


Earlier, Peter had said that God had raised up Christ, - 


“having loosed the pains of death: because it was 
not possible that he should be holden of it.” 

God did not permit his Son’s body to experience 
the corruption of death. While our Lord’s body was 
entirely human and natural, nevertheless we must 
remember that there» was one great and fundamental 
difference between our Lord and every other human 


s up- . being. “Yet without sin” describes that difference 
tion, and this mortal shall have put. on- immortality, - 


(Heb. 4:15). Every other human body-since Adam’s 
fall has been affected by sin. Our Lord’s body was 
without the taint of sin in any way, being born of 
the virgin Mary by the Holy Spirit. Whether this 
unique fact. means that his body never could have 


‘corrupted, “had it remained in the grave long enough,” 
no man can say. We do not need to know the an-. 


swer. From the foundation of the world, not only 
was Christ’s death foreordained, but also his resur- 
rection on the third day. 


a 
Christ’s Deity More Than Divinity 


I am anxious to get a book of pamphlets by the 
late Dr. Griffith Thomas touching on the distinction 
between Christ’s deity and his divinity—-A Nebraska 
minister. 

Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas; the greatly beloved 
writer and Bible teacher whose ministry in Bible 
conferences and in the columns of THE Sunpay 
Scuoot Times brought such blessing to many, wrote 
a large number of books, and in several of these he set 
forth the teaching of the Scriptures as to the deity 
of Christ. More than twenty years ago THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot Times asked Dr. Thomas for a brief -state- 
ment expressing his belief in the deity, as distinguished 
from. the divinity, of Christ, for an assertion had 
been made publicly to the effect that the eminent 
Biblical critics of our day did not accept this. THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times asked a large number of 
leading Biblical scholars on both sides of the Atlantic 
to express their personal belief. in this matter, and 
many did so, including Dr. Thomas. His statement 
was as follows: : 


With all my heart I believe in the deity as dis- 
tinct from the divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ. It 
has fallen to my lot during the last few years to 
read pretty widely and fully on this subject, and to 
face as far as possible whatever has been written 
against the Christian position, as I regard it. I can 
only say that I am more convinced than ever that 
belief. in our Lord’s deity is at once true to the plain 
teaching of the New Testament, to the existence, 
growth, and continuance of. the Christian Church and * 
to the deepest and most fundamental needs -of the 
human soul. Not least of all, it is the only position 
in which any “Gospel” or good news for the world 
can ound. Let anyone preach either at home 
or abroad the divinity and not the deity of Jesus 
Christ, and he will soon find the truth of the state- 
ment attributed to a poor woman who heard such a 
scenege: “Your rope isn’t long enough for the likes 
of us.” 


The booklet containing this statement by Dr. 
Thomas and other strong testimonies to the deity of 
Christ is entitled “Studies in the Deity of. Christ,” 
and is published by the Biola Book Room, 536 South 
H Street, Los Angeles, Cal., at 25 cents.. The 
booklet contains also an editorial from THe Sunpay 
Scuoot Times, showing “What is Meant by the 
Deity of Christ”; articles by Robert E. Speer, “Why 
Reason Requires It,” and by John H. Strong, “Ob- 
stacles to Believing It”; and a collection of leadin; 

sagés in the Bible, from both Old Testament a 

ew, which tell us “What- God Says About the Deity 
of Christ.” This inexpensive booklet is quite unusual 
and invaluable on this central theme of all the Scrip- 
tures, that “in the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God... 
And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” 
(John 1:1, 14). 

The reason fér making this verbal distinction be- 
tween “divinity” and “deity” is the fact that Uni- 
tarians and others who may express their belief in 
the divinity of Christ explain it by saying that they 
believe also in the divifiity of all men,—that Christ 
was divine as all men are divine. But the deity of 
Christ means that Jesus Christ was not only man but 
also God as no other man ewer has been,. ever can 
be, or ever will be. This is/shown in the Scripture 
that tells us that the Father says unto the Son: 
Rs 4 throne, O God, is for ever and ever” (Heb. 
1:8). 
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A prisoner’s sermon, and a governor’s corrupt heart 


Three Essentials of Life 











~ 
S 


By the late W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 











-He reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and 
judgment to come (Acts 24: 25). 


T IS recorded of Alexander the Great that he once 
] 3 a visit. to a poorly-clad and badly-housed 

philosopher named Diogenes, and when Diogenes 
asked who, if he were not Alexander, he would like 
to be, hé replied: “If I were not Alexander, I would 
be Diogenes!” At first sight this may seem a’ strange 
and absurd answer, but a little reflection will suggest 
that perhaps amid all his glory the Grecian conqueror 
realized that the thoughts of Diogenes would have 
a more enduring result than his own achievements. 
To be a thinker is greater than to be a monarch, and 
a thinker has a longer and more extensive reign. 
Queen Elizabeth, James I, Charles I were important 
figures in their day, but what are they now compared 
with Shakespeare, Bacon, and Milton, their contem- 
poraries? . 

If we add to the realm of mind the greater realm 
of character, it will be seen more clearly that the 
kings of character are they who sway the destinies of 
men, and not they who happen to occupy thrones, 
however great. No pagan monarch can compare in 
influence with Socrates. The haughty Roman gover- 
nor, Pilate, is forgotten, except for that sentence in 
the Apostles’ Creed which stamps him as the person 
under whom was committed the foulest murder of 
history,.while the Man who, from the human stand- 
point, was the victim of that murder, Christ Jesus, 
shines forth like the sun over a darkened world. 

Tue same is true of two other figures in the New 
Testament, which are strikingly contrasted in our 
text, —the Roman governor Felix, and his prisoner, 
Paul. The former has perished in oblivion, save for 
the stigma of the record, while the latter is, next to 
Christ, the greatest influence in the world. The rea- 
son for this is that Paul was a man of character, and 
character is power. It rules the world, and the story 
of Paul and Felix enables us to discern what true life 
really means, for it. must~be lived according to gen- 
uine principles. It will not, therefore, be amiss to 
consider these men as suggested by the text and try 
to discover what they tell us of true life, what it is 
and what it is not. 


I. The Principles of Life Laid Down by Paul 


They are three and will need separate considera- 
tion. All life, in every part, is according to-rule, law, 
or principle. 

1. Righteousness, or our duty to our fellow man— 
How often do we hear this word? What does it 
mean? It means “right-ness,” both of inward prin- 
ciple. and of outward conduct. This was the first 
great theme of the apostle’s discourse, and how sur- 
prised Felix must have been to hear it. He and his 
so-called wife Drusilla had sent for Paul out of curi- 
osity, but they heard more than they bargained for. 
Dependent though he was upon Felix for liberty, the 
prisoner did not hesitate to speak of justice, of right- 
ness, to one whose whole life had been one of un- 
righteousness — rapacity, corruption, murder. 

This is equally the great need of today, both in the 
case of the vicious and in the case of the respectable, 
— righteousness as the ruling principle of life. The 
great want of the individual man and of the world in 
general is righteousness—justice in all, by all, and 
for all. Many extol mercy as the great healer of man- 
kind, but while this has been administered for ages the 
world is well-nigh as dark as ever. A mightier agent 
is needed-in old and young, between inan and man, 
between capital and labor, between peer and peasant, 
in’ society, in politics, in religion. Righteousness is 
the supreme requirement, for while mercy lessens 
existing evil, righteousness prevents its existence; 
while mercy feeds the poor and clothes the naked, 
righteousness would prevent these exfremities of need. 

' Charity binds up the wounds of mankind, but right- 
eousness would prevent their infliction; charity covers 
the multitude of sins, but righteousness would prevent 
their committal; charity rescues from degradation, but 
righteousness would prevent such a fall. Therefore, 
he who would rise to a sense of true living and 
would carry it out must have justice reigning in his 
heart, must pay homage to right almost amounting 
to a passion, and must be ready to be, to do, to suffer 
for, and, if need be, to die for what is right. A man 
who is upright in character is worth more than a man 
who, however tender-hearted and charitable he may 
be, is not too particular as to his obligation to moral 
conduct. Happy is he who blends the two, in whom 
mercy and truth meet together. Let us emphasize 
righteousness as the greatest principle of life, and in 
order that this may be done universally, it must be 


tained? 


It took powerful words fo make a Roman 
governor tremble. But Paul’s words did just 
that to Felix,-for he preached “not with enticing 
words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power.” Felix heard more than 
he expected when he sent for his Spirit-filled 
prisoner. 

The late Dr. Thomas preached the sermon 
here given when was a young man. It is 
a clear and © full study of Paul’s- message and 
of its effect‘upon Felix. 








begun by us individually. As Jerusalem was kept 
clean by every man sweeping before his own door, 
so also righteousness will only reign supreme on the 
earth if it first rules us individually, owning our mind, 
heart, will, conscience —the whole nature of man. 

But now comes the question, how can we have this 
righteousness? Did Paul say how it could be ob- 
He surely must have, for we are told that 
he was sent for by-Felix to speak of “the faith in 
Christ,” that is, the Gospel of Christ, of which faith 
is the leading feature and the ruling principle. Right- 
eousness can only be shown in the outward life if the 
inward principles are true, for as the source ‘is ‘so 
the stream will be. But, as a matter of fact, man’s 
inward principles are all unsound and defiled through 
sih, and so sin is the cause of all unrighteousness. The 
picture of man in Genesis 6, that “every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually,” 
is as true today as ever, and therefore in order to 
obtain this righteousness of outward life, there must 
be a cleansing of the inward principle. This cleans- 
ing is to be had only in Christ through faith. Many 
have an idea that if they are only careful of their 
actions and correct anything they see which is wrong, 
all will be well. But this is like lopping off a dis- 
eased branch here and there when the tree itself is 
absolutely corrupt. No! The whole tree of man’s 
life needs complete renovation. We should count a 
man mad who, wher! he saw unmistakable tokens of a 
terrible disease on his child’s face, should at once 
apply a plaster to draw out the disease. A correct 
treatment would involve an attempt to discover and 
extirpate the germs. What are we to think, then, of 
a man who, discovering unrighteousness in his life, 
should apply to it a plaster of good works to cure 
it? He should rather seek the germs of indwelling 
sin and then apply the Gospel of Christ’s atoning blood 
and Holy Spirit. Then he would find, as did Paul, 
pardon, righteousness, life. 

Paul’s second principle is 


2. Temperance, or our duty to ourselves—By this 
word he meant not merely the modern significance 
which has been given to it, the idea of temperance in 
the use of drink, which is, after all, a small though 
important part of its meaning. He referred to the 
self-control of the whole man, the restraint of every 
passion, inclination, or desire that might injure life, 
and it was of this that Paul preached to Felix. He 
was on delicate .ground, for he was speaking to a 
man who, as a modern writer has said, “had been in 
the vilest of positions, in the vilest of all ages, in the 
vilest of-all cities.’ He had been a courtier in the 
worst of courts and a soldier among the worst of all 
troops. And, above all, a woman was listening with 
him whom Felix had. enti¢ed from a loving husband 
and a happy homé. Yet even before this “husband 
and adulterer of three queens,” Paul preached fear- 
lessly of self-control and continence. 

The same principle is needed for the life of today 
in regard to all forms of desire, mental and physical. 
Man’s nature has been well compared to a high- 
spirited horse ridden by an intelligent being. In such 
a case, the rider would not starve the animal until 
all spirit had vanished from him, nor would he pam- 
per him and let him have his head. Rather would 
he keep him under firm control, letting him see that 
he meant to be master and feel the power of his grip. 
So must it be with our nature — it must be kept rigidly 
under control, mind, heart, and body, for if it gets 
the upper hand, it will lead us to destruction. If a 
plant is allovved to throw off side shoots, it will never 
run high, but if these are clipped it will grow straight 
and tall. Let our nature run sideways into evil and 
there never can be uprightness, but keep it under 
check, after we have been born again, and: it will 
grow pure, high, and strong. 

But again arises the question, how may these things 
be?. How may we keep our natures under control? 
Repeated failure brings -discouragement and a sense 





“of “the faith in Christ.” 





of powerlessness. Here, again, it is “the faith in 
Christ,” the Gospel, that tells of deliverance. The 
reason for lack of power is that Satan has chained us 
in the bondage of sin, and he is the strong man armed 
who keeps the palace. But as we trust in Christ, He 
who is stronger than Satan will enter and spoil his 
goods, and we shall be given ever-increasing supplies 
of God’s grace, enabling ‘us to keep under our bodies, 
delivering us from the power of sin, and causing us 
to grow in holiness and purity, more and more. 
The third of these great principles of life is 


3. Judgment to come, or our duty to God.—This 
means that we shall be judged hereafter according to 
our life here, and on this account we are to frame 
our lives in the light of the judgment day. This is 
what Paul preached to Felix just as he had at Athens, 
namely, that God had appointed a day in which he will 
judge the world by Jesus Christ. This is the founda- 
tion principle of life, that men must take God into 
consideration and live under the power of the world 
to come. We may pass muster fairly well with our- 
selves and others, but the great test will be when 
the secrets of all hearts shall be revealed. Some 
men’s characters will ever remain erigmas to their 
fellows. They are interested in religion, they are 
respectable, they have some taste for-divine things, 
and yet one has a shrewd suspicion that. there is 
something wrong at the foundation. The Great Day 
will reveal their true character, if it is not revealed 
before. 

Some time ago engineers caused a great explosion 
in New York harbor in order to clear-it of the dan- 
gerous rock known as Hell Gate. For years that 
rock was being tunneled and honeycombed with dyna- 
mite, though to all appearances -it was just the same. 
Then came the test, and the rock was at once shivered 
to atoms. So now, there are men and women whose 
lives are being honeycombed by sin. Not merely is 
this so in the case of those who are known to be 
willfully sinful, but also of those who are regarded as 
respectable and outwardly upright. They are being 
sapped and mined, though outwardly they appear just 
as usual. But the day of testing is coming when they 
will be seen as moral and spiritual wrecks. Then will 
the* realities of character be revealed. Slowly and 
surely each one is writing his character in imperish- 
able letters in the ‘now invisible ink of daily habits 
and sins, but the day is coming when the fire of God’s 
perfect holiness will make it all visible and show each 
one himself as he really is. 

By taking Christ as our Saviour we can fearlessly 
face that ordeal before the judgment seat of Christ. 
Trusting in him, following him, abiding in him, we 
shall have confidence and boldness in the day of judg- 
ment. 

Such are the principles of life laid down by Paul, 
and the only way in which they may become vital 
in daily life is by our heeding what Paul told Felix 
t Through him we obtain 
our righteousness, by- him we are-enabled to exercise 
self-control, and with him as our personal Saviour 
and Friend we can fearlessly face the ordeai of future 
judgment. Only thus can we live the life of right- 
eousness, manifest self-control, and look forward con- 
fidently to the future. 


Il. The Example of Life Set by Felix 


There is nothing finer than moral courage, and 
there is no nobler word that could be said about Paul 
than this, that “he feared man so little because he 
feared God so much.” There are few more striking 
situations on record than this, in which are contrasted 
the haughty Roman Governor Felix and the despised 
prisoner Paul. Fearlessly had this prisoner reasoned 
of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, 
and not in vain. “He reasoned,” —it was stern rea- 
soning, not mere denunciation but statements based 
on the solid ground of fact. What was the effect? 

1. Conviction—The arrows had struck home. As 
Felix glanced back over a stained and guilty past he 
was afraid. As Paul reasoned of righteousness, Felix 
remembered his own rapacity and cruelty. As Paul 
reasoned of temperance, Felix saw before him/one 
effect of his own desires and passions. As Paul rea- 
soned of judgment to come, Felix acknowledged to 
himself that there was a Great Being to whom he 
would be accountable. “Felix trembled.” Here was 
the power of divine truth acting upon a gu'lty con- 
science. Such is the power of truth, when it comes 
home to a man’s conscience, that. it drives out those 
petty excuses which he has hitherto used as a sop to 
his conscience and lays bare those ridiculous sophis- 
tries which have bolstered up an irrational attitude. 

This is the first true work of the Gospel, namely, 
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conviction. It is like a dagger striking home. Man 
likes to frame his own principles of life and to have 
his own standard, and by so doing he can often excuse 
himself under the pretty names of slips, failings, weak- 
nesses, indiscretions,”,but which, when God’s princi- 
ples and standards afe brought to bear on them, stand 
out in all their hideousness as sins. A man’s own 
conscience alone is not a wholly reliable guide, for he 
may bribe, deceive, or throttle his conscience. There- 
fore, to show him himself in his true colors, he needs 
a standard outside and-different from his own. Just 
as the merchant is not allowed to have his own stand- 
ard of weights and measures but must have them 
tested by the government standard, so the Gospel, not 
man himself, is the true standard of life and right- 
eousness. 

It may be admitted that the Gospel is the true stand- 
ard and that we are all sinners, and yet, though we 
are ready to agree in the general condemnation, we 
may shirk the particular application to ourselves. We 
admit the general truth and then hide ourselves in 
the crowd. 
of his own sin it is because he has never applied the 
truth of the Gospel to himself. It has been well said, 
“There are no crowds in God’s eyes.” He deals with 
single souls, and to each one he comes and lays the 
finger of truth on the plague-spots of our life. His 
measure is let down into the chamber of the heart 
and it reveals the depths of iniquity there. His prob- 
ing instrument pierces into the wounds of the spirit 
and reveals the need of healing. His light flashes 
into the soul and reveals the filth of its nature. His 
arrow of conviction, shot with unerring precision by 
the power of his Holy Spirit, strikes the sin-stricken 
soul with all the mighty force of truth and says, “Thou 
art the man!” “Felix trembled.” 

Now watch him further. The shot has told. What 
will he do? On which side will the scale fall? Ah, 
it goes over to the wrong side and we find 


2. Procrastination—He does not like this plain 
speaking, it is uncomfortable. He cannot bear the 
sensation of terror which creeps stealthily over his 
spirit, and so he cuts short the interview, saying, “Go 
thy way for this time; when I have a convenient sea- 
son, I will call for thee” (Acts 24:25). Well may 
God’s Word say that “the heart is deceitful and des- 
perately wicked.” Here was a man steeped in vice 
and crime, terror-stricken and vet unprepared to break 
off his shackles and do righteously. Though thor- 
oughly aroused to a realization of the canker eating 
into the vitals of his soul, he deadens the sense of pain 
by a draught of an opiate. How different from the 
jailer at Philippi who, equally aroused, did not rest 
until he had found the cause of his unrest and cured 
it! Yet Felix did not. intend to banish good alto- 
gether; he intended at some future time to resume ‘the 
subject. But’in thus putting off the consideration of 
his condition he was doing the worst possible thing 
for himself, for the canker was still gnawing, though 
he was not so conscious of it. 

Yet he was only one of many thousands since his 
day. This procrastination, this deferring the consid- 
eration of eternal truths, is the Devil’s masterpiece 
by which he lures men to himself. While atheism 
has slain its hundreds, and vice its thousands, procras- 
tination has slain its hundreds of thousands. . Just 
as men wishing to sleep will draw heavy curtains 
over the windows to prevent the light from waking 
them, so do they shut out the light of conviction which 
is struggling to enter by the curtain of procrastination. 
There are many who continually avoid any reference 
to the right and wrong of their own conduct because 
deep down there is an uneasy feeling as to what the 
answer would be, and so it is put off, avoided, de- 
ferred. Woe to that man who in this way stifles his 
convictions! It were better for him never. to have 
been bosn, for it will most assuredly lead to that 
which it led to in the case of Felix. 


3. Indifference-—Time after time during two years 
did Felix have an opportunity of hearing and obeying 
the Gospel, but we never find that that was the main 
reason tor his sending for Paul. On the contrary, the 
conviction had passed, he was harder than ever and 
actually thought that Paul would bribe him for re- 
lease. The “convenient season” had come and gone, 
and after leaving Judea he spent the remainder of 
his life in punishment, obscurity, and disgrace, to say 
nothing of the future when he stood before his God. 
As sure as any man puts aside the claims of any 
known truth, so sure will he suffer for it, sooner or 
later. Felix heard the truth, he knew it as truth, and 
he refused to act on it. 

And that is exactly the case with some of us now. 
Again and again we have heard the Gospel, and in 
one form.or another the convictions of truth have been 
felt, and yet we have put them aside. They have not 
been entirely banished but have been deferred from 
youth to manhood, from manhood to old age. But as 
time goes on, it will be found harder and still harder 
to respond, because we shall be bound by that which 
we may have forgotten, a force which is terribly pow- 
erful,—the law of habit. Impressions received on 
the .mind and conscience, if not acted upon, are lost, 
and when the next impression comes it is felt onl 
faintly, and so on and on until it is felt scarcely at all. 
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Habit makes us familiar with evil and lessens our 
sense of it. Habit makes us familiar with the Gospel 
and lessens the sense of its power. Thus we become 
sin-hardened and Gospel-hardened. If one goes into 
a badly ventilated- room, one is at first nearly suffo- 
cated; stay there half an hour and one will breathe 
more freely. So the longer we yield to sin and the 
longer we put off the claims of Christ, the more used 
to sin do we become and the more impervious to good. 
The law of habit increases, the means of salvation 
lose their power over us, outward difficulties multiply, 
until it is almost if not quite impossible; to arouse’ the 
soul. A man who is always intending to do better 
forgets that the road to hell is said to be paved with 
good resolutions. “The flighty purpose never is o’er- 
took unless the deed go with it.” Every year makes 
it harder and harder to turn, because the nature is 
gradually becoming deadened. A piece of sponge has 
in it.small particles of-flint, and if left to itself these 
particles will attract, all. surrounding particles of flint 
until the softness of sponge is gone and the 
whole mass is flinty hardness, . Thus-do.men by the 
evil already in them attract fresh evil by continuing 
in sin, until they become rocks of adamant, until they 
become moral wrecks, until they become eaten up by 
the worm of inaction and end in absolute, total, irre- 
coverable disaster, : 

Such is life as seen by these two men. 
the two alternatives and only two. Character and 
consequence are absolutely linked together in God’s 
order. As a man’s state is now, so will his future 
expectation be, for one fixes the other. 

Life and death: on the one hand a disordered nature, 
a wayward will, a wild imagination, perverted desires, 
vicious propensities, worldly lusts, low ambition, spir- 
itual death to all that ennobles the nature, — sin dark- 
ning the light, debasing the tastes, turning aside the 
powers, soiling the purity, and forever drawing a 
funeral veil between the soul and God’s eternal sun- 
shine of love and peace. On the other hand, a nature 
renewed by the power of divine grace, penitent over 
sin, accepted into sonship, its faculties working heaven- 
ward, its will subdued into, happy obedience, the heart 
loving what is lovely and looking up with fervent de- 
sire to him who is the fountain of life. 

Life and death: on the one hand ruin, no hope, no 
peace, an increase of depravity, growth in hardness, 
the nearness of doom, the gathering clouds of that 
judgment of Perfect Holiness against sin as that abom- 
inable thing which He hates. On the other hand, 
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favor, peace, joy in the Holy Ghost, the comforts 
of pardoned sin, the fellowship of the redeemed, and 
the: anticipation of the life which is everlasting. 

Yes, these are the alternatives. Moses said, “I 
call heaven and earth to record this day against. you, 
that I have set before you life and death, blessing 
and cursing: therefore choose life? (Deut. 30: 19). 
There must be deliberate choice and immediate choice. 
And this choice must be the choice of the - whole 
nature in every part. This choice is the decision of 
the will after the mind, heart, and conscience have 
been touched by God’s truth. This choice must show 
itself in the total, unreserved surrender of the whole 
being to Christ, —trusting in him, turning from sin, 
and following hitn. Therefore_there must be choice 
and immediate choice. It is a great point gained when 
it is realized that a choice must be made. 

The poise of a human soul making its decision has 
been the subject of the ages. Joshua offered the choice 
to the people, saying, “Choose you this day whom ye 
will serve’ (Josh. 24:15). Elijah offered it and 
said, “How long halt ye between two. opinions?” (1 
Kings 18:21). Our Lord offered it to the young man 
when he said, “One thing thou lackest . . . come, take 
up the cross, and follow me” (Mark 10:21). But he 
failed to respond. Christ offered it to Paul, and with 
a mighty grasp of faith and deliberate surrender : of 
himself. into the hands of Christ, he today is the. 
most powerful witness for a life lived for God, for 
Christ, for righteousness, for eternity. 

A man once climbed down to a rocky ledge to obtain 
some eggs from a nest below. Swinging himself on 
a rope, he managed to reach the ledge, but in a moment 
of forgetfulness he let go the rope, which rebounded 
and swayed to and fro in the air. In a moment he 
saw his danger and knew that the rope would slacken 
its speed and then be out of reach. As it came toward 
him, he nerved mind and muscle and grasped the rope, 
and thus regained the top. 

This may be a parable for us.. We are standing on 
the ledge of an unsaved and undecided life. The Gos- 
pel rope is swinging now within our reach, and below 
ts the chasm of the unknown future, around us is no 
other help. If we hesitate, the rope will be outside 
our reach. We must grasp it! Our minds must grasp 
it by faith, our hearts must grasp it by repentance, our 
wills must grasp it by obedience. Our. whole. natures 
must deliberately, continuously, immediately lay. hold 
of Christ, for “behold, now is the accepted time; be- 
hold, now is the day of salvation.” a3, 
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The example of a Christian life, and prayer, have done more than written laws to build up a Chinese Christian 


army. 


Dr. Goforth has lived and worked with the much criticized Marshal, and in a series of three articles, of 


which this is the second, he gives satisfying explonations of Marshal Feng’s misinterpreted actions. The third 
installment of the series will appear in an early issue of tte Times. 

The three articles are from a forthcoming book by Rosalind and Jonathan Goforth, ‘‘ Miracle Lives of China,’’ 
published by Harper and Brothers of New York and London ($1.50). 


(Continued from last week’s issue) 

ARSHAL FENG at Peking invited Christian 
M leaders to come and work in his army, as he 

did in other places. He sent a big truck in 
for these workers every Sunday morning. Modern- 
ists took advantage of it and came out and preached 
doubt. On a certain Sunday morning, after I had 
spoken to about fifteen hundred men of the Eighth 
Brigade, I was'sitting chatting with General Li Ming- 
Chung. One of the chaplains came in and said: 

“General, we are finding difficulty in getting the 
men of a certain battalion out to service.” 

“How does that come about?” inquired the General. 

The chaplain answered: “Several Sundays ago one 
of these Modernists came before them, saying, ‘I am 
going to speak to you from John’s Gospel. We 
scholars have found out that there is a great deal of 
error in this Gospel. Not a little of ‘it is only tradi- 
tion. Nevertheless, there are some good things in 
it, and I am going to talk to you about these good 
things. The men say: ‘We are sitting there on 
the ground in the swirling dust and at times in the 
swirling snow; we have received no benefit from the 
teaching and we don’t want tc go any more!” 
~ General Li, coming down with a bang on the table, 
declared: “We have enough Chinese doubts to con- 
tend with in the minds of our men already without 
importing doubts from abroad. That thing must be 
stopped.” 

Later Marshal Feng talked with me about it; and 
since he could not distinguish good from bad, the 
truck was sent no more for preachers. 

On one occasion Marshal Feng told me that he 
had invited a noted Hanlin scholar to come and teach 
the Chinese classics to his officers; who had missed 
early educational advantages, and he felt they ought 


“eight years of age he was a poor man. 


now to have a chance, This scholar, though he had 
been a governor of a province, never enriched him- 
self by “squeezing” the people, consequently at fifty- 
In reply to 
Marshal Feng’s invitation he said he would come ‘on 
three conditions: first, since. he was a follower of 
the great Confucius; he would have nothing to do 
with Jesus, the Western Sage; second, since he had 
smoked all his days, he must be allowed to smoke 
when he came to the camp to teach; third, he would 
not presume to teach Marshal Feng on account of 
his high rank. 
Said the Marshal, “I was so keen to get him that 
I readily agreed to these three conditions. Thus 
you can see how my mouth is closed. ‘I wish you 
would try to save him. But for the life of you, do 
not hint to him that-I_put you up to it.” 
“All right,” I replied. “I'll find a way.” I asked 
the chief chaplain to introduce me, but said, “As ‘soon 
as you see us two talking freely, you make an excuse 
and go away and leave us alone.” ; 
When ‘we two were alone, Mr. Wang, the Hanlin 
scholar, said, “I came here on three conditions,” and 
he mentioned the three. In speaking of the second 
condition, that he must be allowed to smoke, ‘he said, 
“Coming here among thirty thousand young men, and 
never seeing one of them idly wasting money in smok- 
ing tobacco, how dare I, a follower of the great 
sage, set them such a bad example through my indul- 
gence? Therefore I quit jit:” Some prominent fol- 
lowers of the Lord Jesus; Christ are. not so careful 
about’ their outward conduct as this Confucian scholar. 
Marshal Feng had not a single rule against smoking 
or drinking or gambling, but the mién followed ‘his 
splendid example. . 
Once Marshal Feng remarked to me: “Probably you 
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think I have rules against: smoking,’ drinking; and 
gambling in my army.” 

I replied, “Judging by the excellent results, I expect 
you have.” 

“No,. not one,” said. he. 

Then I exclaimed, “How is it possible for you to 
attain these results?” 

“Just this way,” he replied. “All my men are 
hand-picked. I accept no man as a soldier. until I 
talk with him personally. When a raw recruit comes 
before me I ask, ‘Do you smoke?’ : ‘Yes,’ he replies; 
‘all. Chinese do.’ ‘Do you drink?’ ‘Yes; most Chinese 
do.’ ‘Do you gamble?’ ‘Yes, for on occasion most 
Chinese do.’ 

“Then,” continued the Marshal, “I would say to 
him: ‘I aim your leader, yet I cannot afford to waste 
money like that, nor precious time, either. I expect 
you would not be a soldier if you were not a poor 
man. You can’t afford this waste. We have an army 
savings bank; if you have twenty or thirty. cents to 
spare, just deposit it in the bank, and when it has 
increased to forty or fifty dollars we will send it 
home to your parents. They will certainly be de- 
lighted and conclude that their son is not living a 
fast life. You will get credit at home, and so will 
I’ At once the recruit falls in with my plan and I 
have no more trouble.” 

To return to Mr. Wang, the Hanlin scholar. In 
mentioning the first condition he gave me the opening 
I needed. “You tell me,” I said, “that you don’t want 
to have anything to do with Jesus. For fifty-eight 
years you have used the eyes he gave you.. He gave 
you good eyes, else you could not have attained to 
the Hanlin degree. Now since you do not want to 
have anything to do with Jesus you had better pluck 
your eyes out and cast them away from you.” He 
seemed very much puzzled, and said, “I did not know 
that he gave me my eyes.” Side by side we sat, and 
I showed him from John 1:2 and Hebrews 1:2 and 
3 that every organ of his body, as well as the clothes 
he wore, the food he ate, and the earth he walked 
upon all came from Jesus. The outcome was that 
within an hour and a half he was a confessed fol- 
lower of the Lord Jesus Christ. Later on Mr. Wang 
became more enthusiastic in proclaiming the doctrines 
of Jesus Christ than in teaching the Confucian classics. 

In 1926, through the combination of powerful 
enemies, Marshal Feng’s army was driven back to 
the northwest. Some time before this happened Mar- 
shal Feng and his chiefs were discussing what they 
should do to deepen religious conviction among the 
men. Some suggested this plan, and some suggested 
that, but Marshal Feng said, “Our great need is 
spiritual. revival,” and, referring back to my _ past 
work along that line inthe army, the Marshal sug- 
gested I should be sent for. As a result I received 
in Canada. a letter from General Chang Chih-Chiang 
and a cable from General Lu Chung-Lin. On receiv- 
ing these invitations in the early part of 1926, we 
immediately started back to China. Owing to the 
fighting, we were unable to get through the lines to 
Marshal Feng’s army. .In the meantime he took the 
trip to Russia. We believe that at the time he had 
a conviction that it was the only way to save his 
army from destruction. Personally, we believe the 
visit to Russia was not for his good, nor for the 
good of China, but when we consider the fact that 
he and his army were driven into the northwest, 
where he had ro other outlet than Russia, we should 
be lenient in our judgment. 

On Marshal Feng’s return from Russia we visited 
him at Pao-t’ou in November, 1926. Our conviction 
’ was that he had lost his first love.. If we decide a 
man is not a Christian because he loses his first love, 
then few Christians will be left in our Christian lands, 

He assured me that in Moscow he saw “the high- 
est type of Christianity in operation.” Though spoken 
of as “infidels,” the Soviet leaders pointed out to him 
“more than three hundred Christian churches in’ Mos- 
cow alone.” As he was telling me this I looked skep- 
tical, and Marshal Feng insisted, “If you don’t believe 
me, go and see for yourself.” ‘I then endeavored, as 
gently as I could, to explain that the Soviet leaders 
had deliberately deceived him. 

The Soviet had done its utmost to fill Marshal 
Feng’s mind with hatred against foreign nations, and 
especially against Britain. For a time we were in 
sharp disagreement. Marshal Feng is a true patriot. 
He loves his country. He keenly feels China’s humili- 
ation and shame. China is not mistress within her 
own borders, and never can be considered ‘so as long 
as foreign concessions remain. It is to be expected 
that the more genuine the patriot, the more deeply 
will he feel this wrong. Both sides blundered into 
this unnatural situation. It is a hopeful sign that the 


powers show themselves so willing to find ways and. 


means to do away with “extraterritoriality,” which 
causes the Chinese to feel such a sense of injustice. 

I warned Marshal Feng that his attitude was likely 
to provoke foreign war, in which case I pointed out 
that China only stood to lose. The provoking of a 
foreign war could not right the wrong. I assured 
him that I believed Great Britain and also America 


desired to put China on an equality with themselves, - 


and that they were willing to change anything in 
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the. treaties. which. was .unjust. . I. told,- the . Marshal 
that personally, with ‘my whole heart, I desired to 
see China's sovereignty .restored; that it -wasan un- 
natural..thing.-for foreign police .and foreign. soldiers 
to be controlling any. part. of China. I expressed my 
conviction that: as soon as China-could: guarantee ade- 
quate protection to the lives and. property of foreign 
nationals -within her borders, the foreign nations would 
immediately. withdraw all restrictions upon China. We 
parted as good: friends as ever. 

On returning to Peking I learned that Great Britain 
two, years before had tried tc get a concert of the 


powers. with .a view..to. changing. everything in the 
treaties which was objectionable to China and placing 
China on.an equality with themselves. In this effort 
Great. Britain tailed, and during those two years en- 
dured the ridicule of the Soviet and the enmity of 
the Chinese. Then.Great Britain came out into the 
open, revealing her readiness two years before to 
meet the demands of China. At once I sent the full 
report to Marshal Feng.. He replied expressing his 
delight to learn that Britain was prepared to treat 


China so fairly. 
(To be concluded) 
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Our Neighborhood Prayer Band 


By Faith R. Williams 
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years ago. At the suggestion of our pastor we 
called on a neighbor and asked her if we might 
meet at her home at nine-thirty the following Thurs- 
day morning to pray. Willingly she gave her consent, 
so an invitation was given to every one in her block, 

‘At our first meeting we had a brief inspirational 
talk. Then we thanked God for answered prayer. 
Requests for prayer followed, and the remainder of 
the time was spent in intercession.’ As the meeting 
closed, we pledged ourselves to see how many peo- 
ple we could bring to the next meeting, with the re- 
sult that our attendance was considerably increased. 
This was the beginning of a prayer band that has 
gone on through the years, touching many parts of 
the world, and proving a blessing to a large number 
of people. 

Our band meets at different homes. We had some 
discussion on this subject, and there are arguments 
for and against this plan. Of course if the band 
always meets in the same location, one who has been 
absent from a meeting knows where the meeting will 
be held the following week. On the other hand, a 
prayer band that meets in different homes has its 
advantages too. A member who invites the band to 
her home will be especially anxious to have’ every 
one in her vicinity present, and will make an effort to 
see that her neighbors are invited. In this way peo- 
ple become interested who..would not .come if the band 
always met at the same house. Notice of our meet- 
ing and its location is in the newspaper each Satur- 
day, and a notice is read from the pulpit, so the 
members will have little trouble in finding the place 
of. meeting. 

We have kept no record, but if we could recall all 
the answered prayers, we would doubtless be aston- 
ished at the number, for we have a prayer-hearing 
and prayer-answering God. Two or three instances 
will give some idea of what we prayed for. 

Our prayers encircle the globe. One member had 
sons in China and the Dutch East Indies, another had 
a. son in the Philippines, and a third a daughter in 
Cuba. These different sons and daughters have writ- 
ten appreciatively of what it has meant to them in 
times of difficulty or danger to know that we were 
remembering them. In the midst of the turmoil in 
China, the missionary son there thanked God for 
the “Prayer Warriors,” as he was pleased to call us. 
How often we had prayed that God would put a wall 
of fire around him to guard him during those difficult 
days! And God heard our prayers. 

One spring, the prayer band was very much bur- 
dened for the young people of our section of our city. 
It seemed impossible to throw off anxiety for the 
souls of our youth, many of them in godless homes, 
absorbed in pleasure and ignoring Christ. Week 
after week we brought this request, also remember- 
ing the parents who seemed so negligent in their duty 
to their children, At the same time, unknown to us, 
some of the students from our town who were away 
at Bible School were praying the same prayer. “If 
two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing 
that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my 
Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 18:19). 

In June the students came home from Bible School 
with their hearts on fire for God, eager to make the 
summer months count.” One evening a crowd of them 
met for an hour of fun. At the close, it was sug- 
gested that they have a season of prayer. In leav- 
ing, some one said: “The prayer time was the best. 
Let’s do it again.” And that was the beginning of 
a wonderful summer. A young people’s prayer band 
was formed which met every week. It grew until 
they had to go into the church, and because these 
young people from Bible School had a soul-searching 
message, the unsaved came. Many fine young people, 
including a young Jewess, were saved, and though 
she has had difficult times, she plans definitely to spend 
her life working for the salvation of her own people. 

Not a few of these young people volunteered for 
service at home and abroad, and many of them wished 
to begin their training immediately. ‘Lack of funds 


O neighborhood prayer band was organized six 
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seemed to be the only obstacle. The “Prayer War- 
riors” made this a matter of definite prayer, and when 
the time came for departure in the fall, not one of 
the young people who desired to prepare for Chris- 
tian work was compelled to stay home. 

Time fails to speak of the souls saved, the back- 
sliders reclaimed, the wayward children who came 
home, and the many others, through the years, who 
have volunteered for life service,— and our prayer 
band knows that it had a part in all this. 

Our band .does not forget to pray for the pastors 
of our city. They, with their. heavy burdens and re- 
sponsibilities, need our help. The ministers of the 
land might have greater results in these discouraging 
days, if many prayer bands were praying for them. 
We often call our pastors by telephone on Thursday 
morning to know if they have some special request 
for us to remember. We also pray for the Sunday- 
school teachers. Theirs is a tremendous task. 

Some warnings that have come from years of ex- 
perience may be of help to those who may be con- 
templating the organization of prayer bands. 

First.—The leader must be ever on the alert to pre- 
vent the thought from wandering during the hour of 
prayer. The most earnest people unintentionally or 
thoughtlessly will. start discussions which, though all 
right in* themselves, have no place in a prayer hour. 
If the thought of the group wanders, the leader must 
bring it back tactfully to the morning requests for 
prayer, for the time is short at best. 

Second.—It is easy, when a request for prayer has 
been made, to begin discussing the person mentioned. 
Nothing. will destroy a band more quickly than gos- 
sip, and the leader’s part.is to-check this. We have 
had no trouble of this kind in our band, but. there 
have been bands in which it bécame necessary to lay 
written requests for prayer on the table without com- 
ment in order to check a tendency that might have 
proved disastrous to the band. 

Third.—There should be no discussion of religious 
views. Since a prayer band is an interdenominational 
group (six or eight churches are often represented 
at one meeting), minor differences in belief must be 
lost sight of. 

Fourth—Make it a point to begin and close on time. 
A busy housewife may slip away from home for an 
hour, but if the time drags on she will feel that she 
cannot continue to come because her home program 
is upset. 

Fifth—Do not urge all those present to kneel, if 
there are old or infirm people present, God is more 
concerned about the attitude of the heart than of the 
body. The worshipers in India may feel that their 
gods are more pleased when they are in discomfort, 
but that is not part of our religion. A person kneel- 
ing in pain may miss a blessing. 

Sixth—We must be ever mindful of the timid 
stranger. In Our meetings we never say, “Now we 
expect every one to pray.” A person who has never 
prayed aloud will be disconcerted, and may never , 
come again. Also, for this same reason, we never 
pray in turn around the circle. When one’s turn 
comes who is unwilling to pray, there is an embarrass- 
ing silence, she is made conspicuous and uncomfortable. 
She may decide that she will stay away. Considera- 
tion for the Christian who is not used to the sound 
of her voice in audible prayer may mean that event- 
ually she will begin to pray aloud. We must be “wise 
as serpents and harmless as doves” for God’s glory. 

Some of the members of our band who have moved 
away have written back that at 9.30 A. M. each 
Thursday, they slip away alone and spend the time 
praying, feeling they are with us in the spirit though 
absent in the body. Several of these absent ones have 
organized bands in their new locality. 

If prayer bands would spring up all over the nation, 
and we would become a land of praying Christians, 
our Adversary, who as a roaring lion walketh about 
seeking whom he may devour, might find his work of 
destroying homes and tearing down faith more difficult. 

St. PererspurG, Fia. 
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LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 20. THE COUNCIL IN JERUSALEM 
‘ International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 15 : 1-35; Galatians 2 


Golden Text.— For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the 
» but by love serve one another:—Galatians 5 : 13 








The’ portion of the ‘text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 


the lesson helps is Acts 15 


KinG JAMES VERSION 


Acts 15: 22 Then pleased it the apostles 
and elders with the whole church, to send 
chosen men of their own company to Anti- 
och with Paul and Barnabas; namely, 
Judas surnamed Barsabas, and Silas, chief 
men among the brethren: 

23 And they wrote letters by them after 
this manner; The apostles and elders and 
brethren send greeting unto the brethren 
which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and 
Syria and Cilicia: 

24 Forasmuch as we have heard, that 
certain which went out from us have trou- 
bled you with words, subverting your 
souls, saying, Ye must be circumcised, 
and keep the law: to whom we gave no 
such comn ent: : 

25 It seemed good unto us, being as- 
siadited with one accord, to send chosen 
men unto you with our beloved Barnabas 
and Paul, 

26 Men that have hazarded their lives 
for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

27 We have sent therefore Judasand 
Silas, who shall also tell you the same 
things by mouth. 

28 For it seemed good to the Holy 


: 2a-a9; Gal. 2:1, 2, 9, 10 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Acts 15: 22 Then it seemed good to the 
apostles and the elders, with the whole 
church, to choose men out of their com- 
pany, and send them to Antioch with Paul 
and Barnabas; namely, Judas called Bar- 
sabbas, and Silas, chief men among thé 
brethren: 23 and they wrote thus by them, 
*The apostles and the elders, brethren, 
unto the brethren who are of the Gen- 
tiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia, 
greeting: 24 Forasmuch as we have heard 
that certain * who went out from us have 
troubled you with words, subverting your 
souls; to whom we gave no command- 
ment; 25 it seemed good unto us, having 
come to one accord, to choose out men 
and send them unto you with our beloved 
Barnabas and Paul, 26 men that have 
hazarded their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We kaye sent there- 
fore Judas and Silas, who themselves also 
shall tell you the same things by word of 
mouth. 28 For it seemed good to the 
Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you 
no greater burden than these necessary 


Kine James VERSION 


Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no 
greater burden than these necessary things ; 


29 That ye abstain from meats offered 
to idols, and from blood, and from things 
strangled, and from fornication: from 
which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do 
well. Fare ye well. 


Gal. 2:1 Then fourteen years after I 
went up again to Jerusalem with Barna- 
bas, and took Titus with me also. 


2 And I went up by revelation, and 


communicated unto them that gospel which 
I preach among the Gentiles, but privately 
to them which were of reputation, lest by 
any means I should run, or had run, in 
vain, 


9 And when James, Cephas, and John, 
who seemed to be pillars, perceiv the 
grace that was given unto me, they gave 
to me and Barnabas the right hands of 
fellowship; that we should go unto the 
heathen, and they unto the circumcision. 


10 Only they would that we should 
remember the poor; the same which I also 
was forward to do. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


things: 29 that ye abstain from things 
sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and 
from things strangled, and from fornica- 
tion; from which if ye keep yourselves, 
it shall be well with you. Fare ye well. 


Gal. 2:1 Then after the space of four- 
teen years I went up again to Jerusalem 
with Barnabas, taking Titus also with me. 
2 And I went up by revelation; and I 
laid before them the *gospel which I 
preach among the Gentiles but privately 
before them who * were of repute, lest by 
any means I should be running, or had 
run, in vain. 

9 And when they perceived the grace 
that was given unto me, *James and 
Cephas and John, they who * were reputed 
to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas 
the right hands of fellowship, that we 
should go unto the Gentiles, and they- unto 
the circumcision; 10 only. they wouid that 
we should remember the poor; which very 
thing I was also zealous to do. 

Or, The apostles and the elder 
brethren. * Some ancient authorities 
omit who went out. *Gr., good tid- 
ings. *Or, are. *Or, Jacob. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


The Historical Setting 

AMSAY calculates that the council in Jeru- 

salem took place in the winter of A. D. 49-50. 

Lightfoot makes it about a year later. It would 
appear to have taken place rather more than seven- 
teen years after Paul’s conversion (Gal. 1:18), and 
thus Paul’s conversion may have taken place not later 
than A. D. 33 or about three years after our Lord’s 
crucifixion, 


The Practical Aim 


To teach the pupils to rely on a personal reception 
of the Lord Jesus Christ for their salvation (John 1: 
12), and not on any rites or sacraments (v. 13). 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 15:22—With the whole church. Note that 
even the apostles did not act without the agreement 
of the whole body of disciples. The Holy Spirit was 
working in their minds, therefore agreement was the 
result. 

Judas . .. Barsabas. Judas and Silas are described 
as “chief men,” literally, “leaders among the brethren.” 
This probably means that they were elders (cf. Heb. 
13:7, 17, 24, where the same Greek word is used). 
They were also prophets, that is, men whom the Holy 
Ghost inspired te communicate his truth and _ the 
knowledge of his wili to the Church. Nothing more 
is known of Judas Barsabas. He may have been a 
brother of Joseph Barsabas (Acts 1:23). Eusebius 
says that he was one of the seventy (Luke 10:1). 
This is not impossible. He is not to be identified 
with Jude the author of the Epistle, because the lat- 
ter’s brother James was either the son of Joseph, the 
foster father of the Lord jesus, or the son of Alphzus. 
Neither can he have been the apostle Judas, not Isca- 
riot, both because he is in Acts clearly distinguished 
from the apostles, and because the apostle Judas was 
the son of James (Luke 6:16, R. V.). Barsabas is 
probably a patronymic, that is, Judas was the son-of 
a man named Sabbas. 

Silas. Paul in his epistles always speaks of him as 
“Silvanus.” He was for a long time one of Paul's 
companions in missionary labors. It is noteworthy 
that Silas as a leading member of the Church of Jeru- 
salem should have accepted Paul’s invitation to ac- 
company him even after the acute difference which 
had arisen between Paul and Barnabas. The giving 
of that invitation as well as its acceptance by Silas 
show how fully the Jerusalem. Christians were in 
accord with Paul. Probably Silas left Paul during 
the latter’s protracted stay at Corinth (Acts 18:11). 
It is highly probable also that this Silas is the same 
person as the one referred to in 1 Peter 5:12 as the 
bearer of Peter’s epistle. 

The personal presence of these two brethren was 
intended to give additional weight to the assurances 
of fellowship that were conveyed in the letter from 
the council. ~~ 
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Verse 23.—Compare the opening of this epistle with 
that of the Epistle of James. It seems probable that 
James himself wrote this council letter. 

Verse 24.—The words .. . saying, Ye must be cir- 
scumcised, and keep the law are wanting in the best 
manuscripts. 

To whom we gave no such commandment. The 
forcible brevity of James’ Greek is rather lost in our 
English translation. 

Verse 27.—The same things. The same things as 
were contained in the letter itself. 

Verse 28.—It seemed good to the Holy Ghost. The 
design of the Holy Spirit was communicated to them 
as the leaders of the Church. This was in accord 
with God’s promises (cf. Psa. 25:9; John 16:13). 

Verse 29.—That ye abstain . ~. To us the colloca- 
tion of prohibitions about eating with a sin like forni- 
cation seems quite unnatural. But we must remem- 
ber that much of this difficulty with regard to food 
arose from the fact that food prepared in certain ways 
was partaken of at temple feasts. And these temple 
feasts, as in India today, were usually occasions of 
gross immorality (cf. i Cor. 6: 9-18). 

Galatiags 2: 1—Fourteen years after. This may be 
dated “from Paul’s conversion, or from his-last visit 
to Jerusalem. Ramsay favors the former view, but 
I venture to think the latter is the more probable. 
On this second view the visit is to be identified with 
that which resulted in the council at Jerusalem (Acts 
15), and from the connection of the verses specified 
for our lesson, we may take it that this is the view 
adopted by the lesson committee. 

Titus. This was a companion of Paul always men- 





The Right Hands of Fellowship 
By Amos R. Wells 


OW glad is the grip of a hand! How firmly 

does fellowship stand! How strong for the 
blessed and right when our brotherly hands-we 
plight!| There were James and Peter and John; 
there was Barnabas, comfort’s true son; there were 
Titus and Silas and Paul, .there were Luke and 
Barsabas and all. They were thoughtful, original 
men; they were earnest of word and of pen; and 
each, though brotherly kind, had a valiant and 
vigorous mind, They had difficult things to decide, 
and the chasm was yawning wide. ‘They debated 
with arguments stout; should the Gentiles be in or 
out? But in differing v'ews” despite, they all of 
them wanted the right; and though much was ur- 
gently said, they were all by the Spirit led. So in 
spite of differing word, in the Spirit they found 
accord ; and in spite of their varying thought, they 
were all into union brought. Oh, glad is the grip 
of a hand and fellowship’s loving command! and firm 
is the lasting might when brotherly hands we plight! 
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tioned by him with great affection and confidence, yet 
whose name appears on rare occasions in the 
Epistles and never in Acts. All that-#s known of him 
for certain is that he was a Gentile, as appears 


‘from the present passage, and that he probably owed 


his conversion to Paul himself (Titus 1:4). Titus 
is especially mentioned here because he was a ,test 
case (v. 3). 

Verse 2—I went up by revelation. Paul mentions 
this to show that his journey to Jerusalem was not 
made on account of any doubt or difficulty that he 
himself felt. 

Privately to them which were of reputation. These 
private communications - would naturally precede the 
general conference that occupies the prominent place 
in the record in Acts 15. The private consultation was 
a wise precaution to avoid misunderstanding. The 
public conference was a matter of necessity to insure 
the recognition of the freedom of the Gentile churches, 


Verse 9.—Seemed to be pillars. The word trans- 
lated “seemed” is the same as that represented by “of 
reputation” (v. 2). The expression is a usual Greek 
term of honor and conveys no idea of disparagement. 
The only shadow of depreciation in this passage is 
in the words “who seemed to be somewhat” (v. 6). 
What should be understood in the whole passage is 
this, that Paul was concerned to reject the exclusive 
claims urged for James, Peter, and John by the Juda- 
izing party, while at the same time emphasizing the 
mutual respect and recognition between himself and 
the twelve (v. 8). 

James. This is James, the. Lord’s brother. No 
addition is made to his name here because James 
the brother of John had already been murdered (Acts 
12:2), while the other remaining James, the son of 
Alphzus, though he was an apostle, did not hold any 
very prominent position. - z 

Verse 10—I also was forward to do. Before this 
injunction could be practically carried out, Paul and 
Barnabas had separated. Hence Paul here only refers 
to his own part in the matter. 


A Lesson Outline _ ; 


1. The way of salvation. The way of Cain or the 
way of Abel. Trying or trusting. 


2. Liberty or license. The sinner set free to obey: 


God, no longer the promptings of his own evil heart: 
Golden Topics 


1. The object of Paul’s contention. Paul was con- 
tending for a great principle. The question was, was 
it necessary for a Gentile to become a Jew first and 
then a Christian? Was it necessary for him to be 
circumcised before he could receive the benefit of his 


faith in Christ? In other words, is the sinner saved ~ 


by the grace of God through faith in the crucified and 
risen Lord, or did salvation come only when some- 
thing else had been added to that? This dispute be- 
tween Paul and the Judaizers seemed to be merely 
upon such trifling matters as a few points of Jewish 
ceremonial, but really it involved the whole Gospel. 
It involved the supreme question of whether a man 
is saved by grace alone, or whether, the man also 
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Lesson for September 20 


himself has to do something. Judaism affirmed the 
latter. The Gospel denies it. The controversy on 
this. point still rages. The unreformed churches, like 
the Church of Rome and the Eastern churches, say 
that a man needs to avail himself of certain rites and 
ceremonies in order to obtain salvation. These cere- 
monies can only be ministered by a properly. con- 
stituted priest, and therefore there can be no salva- 
tion outside of the church which claims the sole right 
to appoint that priest. Everything was at stake in 
this battle over circumcision, and Paul was so taught 
by the Holy Ghost that he discerned the significance 
of the conflict even though others did not. 


2. Note that the other apostles were in no error them- 
selves about this business. They were delivered from 
making positive mistakes in the matter. It was their 
followers, to whom they gave no commands to do 
anything of the kind, who went forth and sought to 
subvert the minds of Gentile Christians by persuading 
them that they were being kept out of the full priv- 
ileges of the Gospel. Just in the same way today we 
hear a great deal of talk in some quarters about 
“Catholic privileges.” The Epistle to the Galatians 
makes a very practical contribution to the disputes and 
cortroversies of today in similar matters. 


Tunsrince WELLS, Enc. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an_ Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried, assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discoyer the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT indications of the progress of the Christian 
faith can you find in Acts 15: 1-5? 

2. What old enemies of the true religion of the Spirit 
once more opposed the free Gospel, in this story? 

3. What names occur in the narrative of this fifteenth 
chapter that continue often in the forefront from now 
on, or who have been so in the earlier chapters? 

4. What was the controlling factor influencing the con- 
clusions of the Jerusalem Council? 

5. Upon whose final authority does James issue his 
most unusual and effective letter, in settlement of the 
dispute? —~ pone 

6. Upon what fact does James commend Paul. and 
Barnabas and their testimony in this matter? 

7. Name three happy results in the hearts of the be- 
lievers coming out of the new order of things by .which 
the Gentiles were received. , 

8. What verse in this fifteenth chapter marks the divid- 
ing line between Peter’s ministry to the Jews and Paul’s 
to the Gentiles? 

9. What record of the far-flung lines of Judaism is 
contained in this chapter? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 


week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


s 


The Busy |Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Going It Alone.—Certain . . . have troubled you 
with words, subverting your souls (Acts 15:24). 
When the official- board of our church, having auth- 
ority in such matters, asked me to take the superin- 
tendency of the Réck Run Mission some _ thirty-nine 
years ago I consented to try it for two or three weeks. 
If I should decide to take the position permanently 
it should be upon one solé condition. The one condi- 
tion was*this: William H. Ridgway was to be the 
captain of the ship. Answerable only to God and his 
own conscience. I agreed if the work did not go suc- 
cessfully with me I would resign for a better selec- 
tion. I had in mind that great hinderer of all ag- 
gressive and go-ahead work some “Council in 
Jerusalem.” The “Certain” who trouble with words. 
Swivel-chair generals. Ask Napoleon, Grant,: and 
Foch— and a-host of other soldiers of the firing line. 
Every great success, commercial, industrial, educa- 
tional, or whatever, has left-the “Council in Jeru- 
salem” at home and gone it alone. A. T. Stewart, 
John Wanamaker, Marshall Field, Kodak Eastman, 
Cash Register Paterson, Henry Ford, Arnold of 
Rugby, McCosh of Princeton, Elliot of Harvard. You 
will be able to add many to these in secular life. The 
Bible is full of the untrammeled go-aheads. Abraham, 
Joseph, Samuel, David, and many others. Every in- 
stitution is said to be “the lengthened shadow of a 
man.” Not of a council. When you invest your 
money in an enterprise you are said “to be betting on 
a man.” Not a council. These are wise cracks from 
the business world. “Too many cooks spoil the broth,” 
is a very old one. When God had a big job to do 
down in Egypt his idea was to do it with one man. 
Tt was only when Moses objectéd to going alone that 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday Schoo) Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Third Quarter 
1. July 5.—The Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 1 56-14; 2: 1-47 
2. July 12—The Preaching of the Apostles. 
Acts 3:1 to 4: 31; 1 Cor, 1: 21-25 
3. July 19—Social Service in the Early Church. 
» Acts 4% 32-35; 6:1-7; 9 : 36-39; 2 Cor. 9: 1-15 
4. July 2.—Christianity Spread by Persecution. 
Acts 7:54 to 8:4; 11: 19-21; 26:9-11; 1 Pet. 4: 12-19 
s. August 2.—Philip’s Missionary Labors ..... Acts 8: 5-40 
6. August 9.—Saul Converted and Commissioned. 
Acts 9 : 1*31; 22: 3-21; Gal. 1: 11-17; 1 Tim, 1: 12-17 
7. August 16. Sowing and Reaping. 
(Temperance Lesson,)........+s+eseeeee Galatians 6: 1-10 
8. August 23.—A Gospel for All Men. 
Acts 10:1 to 1s 218; 1 Cor. 1 : 23-25 
9. August 30.—The Mission to Cyprus. Acts 12: 25 to 13:12 
10. September 6.—Turning to the Gentiles. 
Acts 13 : 13-52; Rom. 1 : 14-16; 11 : 1-24 
11. September 13.—Some Missionary Experiences. 
Acts 14; Ephes, 6 : 10-20 
12. September 20.—The Council in Jerusalem, 
Acts 15 : 1-35; Gal. 2 
13. September 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 


in Asia. 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 4.—The Macedonian Call. 
Acts 15 : 36 to 16:15; Rom. 15: 18-ar 
2. October 11.—Paul in Philippi. Acts 16 : 16-40; Phil. 4: 4-9 
3. October 18.—Paul in Thessalonica and Bercea, 
Acts 17: 1-15; 1 Thess. a: 1-12 
4- October 25.—Paul in Corinth ..... Acts 18: 1-17; 1 Cor. 13 
5. November 1.—World’s Temperance Sunday. 
1, § : 13-26; Rom. 13: 1-14 
6. November 8.—Paul in Ephesus ..Acts 19; Eph. 5: 5-11 
7. November 15.—Paul in Jerusalem. Acts 21:17 to 23 : 30 


— 
- 








God provided a private secretary in Aaron (Exod. 3: 
10; 4: 16). ) . 


Seldiers.—/t seemed good unio us, having come to 
one accord, to choose out men... that have hazarded 
their lives (vs. 25, 26, R. V.). The “Council in 
Jerusalem” turned out better than councils often do. 
This because of one big reason. You will find that 
reason in words seven and eight of the twenty-eighth 
verse of this fifteenth chapter. But how many coun- 
cils among men invite this Person to sit with them? 
Have you ever noticed that in‘ government preferment 
the men who are chosen for the good and important 
places are apt to be those who have hazarded their 
lives for their country. As I write “General” Dawes 
is minister to the Court of St. James. The appointees 
and elects are mostly Colonels, Majors, Captains of 
the great war just coming to their ripe manhood. 
“Old soldiers.” One of the best of Paul’s early 
churches was at Philippi. Old Roman soldiers. The 
man who hazards his life is likely to be a good sol- 
dier, both in the case of his country and his Christ. 
Just as I write this note Mrs. Ridgway is sending a 
magazine subscription to a man in Harrisburg, miles 
away. “Why sending to the distant city and not at 
home?” I asked. “Because the man is a wounded 
soldier,” is her reply. While, of course, it does not 
always follow, yet the man who has had to undergo 
discipline and endure hardships ‘is reasonably sure to 
be a man of some parts able to carry through what 
he undertakes. President Roosevelt ordered the af- 
fairs of the government on this theory. . He said, 
“When I want anything important done I try to get 
a soldier to do it.” The making of the Panama Canal 
was facing failure until President Roosevelt turned 
General Goethals loose and untrammeled —note these 
words —on the job. Then the “bugs” began to die 
and Panama dirt began to fly: There it is before your 
eyes! The Holy Spirit guided the early church 
through the same channel, it, would seem. . 


The Grantland Rice of the First Century!—We 
should go unto the Gentiles, and they unto the circum- 
cision (Gal. 2:9). “The Gentiles.” That happens 
to be you and me and all the other folks who sit here 
with us in the Corner. You will note the Pauline 
party had its faces turned westward, and out in that 
west is where in a few centuries, some nineteen and 
twenty, We, Us & Company were “to be found. We 
are some ripe fruit of early missiofiary planting. But 
do you know I am convinced it was no accident that 
Paul and his party» was “headed,” as Ike Thompson 
would say, for Coatesville via London and the Atlantic 
Ocean. If you study the life of Paul you will find 
there wasea whole lot in him that is found in us, we 
English and Americans. You see Paul was always 
on the bleachers when he could get there. Maybe up 
there at Tarsus University he was a cheer leader, 
wouldn’t doubt it a bit! He apparently was too light 
to get on the team (2 Cor. 10:10). You may re- 
member Paul was part Greek, and in Paul’s day the 
Greeks were great promoters of all sorts of athletic 
contests. The “Olympian Games” were the great events 
of the ancient world. At the season all roads led to 
the Greek peninsula. To win the athletic crown was 


t 
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greater than to win a battle. Athletic Greece was in- 
vincible. Little as she was she threw back the great 
Persian invasions. Paul belonged to the race. Paul’s 
literary output has more sport talk in it than that 
of any ancient writer I have met. I am going to call 
him right here the Grantland Rice of the First Cen- 
tury. Before you take any exceptions to this para- 
graph find these: 2 Timothy 4:7 and 1 Corinthians 
9: 24-27. There are lots more, 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIAL: 





A pair of scissors. | 
| WAS just thinking yesterday when I was cutting 

out a dress, what a funny thing a pair of scissors 
is. The two parts are not just alike, but similar. 
Neither one can work alone, yet put together properly, 
they are a great invention. 

As I was cogitating on scissors, they made me think 
of this lesson, Here in this council there were two 
factions. If either one had stood out stubbornly for 
its view against the other until they could not have 
agreed, they would have separated, and the early 
Christian church would have been crippled. Either 
faction needed the other. They were all Christians, 
though with different views on some things. Should 
the council insist that they should all agree on every 
point? After a long discussion, they decided to all 
work. together harmoniously, each side yielding some 
points of contention. So, like the two blades of our 
‘scissors, they co-operated. 

Somebody says, “I agree with you. I can’t see 
why all the religions cannot work together harmoni- 
ously. There’s so much good in all of them—” You 
know the rest of the story, a time-worn refrain of the 
Devil. 

Just try fastening one blade of sheep shears with 
a blade of your scissors, and see how they work. 

There can be no harmony between the works of 
Christ and the works of Satan. There should be, 
and there is, harmony between all believers when led 
by the Spirit of God, even though they may differ on 
points of doctrine, 

Monpesto, Cat, 





ye 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing. and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten Cents in 
memes. Failure to a whe Soneidions teans ot good 
illustrations are constantly having to rejected b 
editors, which might otherwise iy available, = tte 5 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Ti 
full months in advance of the date of the Agape three 


Preference will be given to illustratio: 
Fe mé on that portion 


of the lesson text in 
ed Pea the lesson list after the 


IMustrations on other verses than the Golden T: 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text _ alse 


When Moody Met an Earl.—Through love be serv- 
ants one to.another (Golden Text, R. V.). Mr. Moody 
had so great a sense of the essential dignity of even 
the least of the sons of God, that he was little affected 
by earthly titles or personal fame. At one of his 
great London meetings he was, as usual, superintend- 
ing from the platform the seating of the immense 
audience, While so occupied, and at the moment when 
he was following with a rather anxious eye a. couple 
of bewildered old ladies who were vainly seeking for 
front seats, a friend brought upon the platform a 
famous English earl. “Glad to see you, Lord J 
said Mr, Moody. “Won't you please take a couple 
of chairs to those two old ladies down there?”~> This 
the earl proceeded to do, to the consternation of his 
rather obsequious introducer—Frem “Shorter Life® of 
D. L. Moody,” by Moody and Fitt, Sent by Eliza- 
beth Heffelfinger, Fayetteville, Ark. 


\ “This Missionary Fellow.”—Men that have has- 
arded their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
(Acts 15:26). When David Livingstone returned to 
Glasgow after becoming famous for his work in 
Africa, he was asked to address the students of the 
university. The students thought they would have 
some fun out of this “missionary fellow,” so they 
brought pea shooters and rattles to the meeting, deter- 
mined to greet him with the biggest din they could 
make. But an eyewitness of the occasion says that 
the moment Livingstone walked onto the platform, 
“gaunt and thin from twenty-seven fevers, and with 
his arm in a sling from an encounter with a lion,” 
the students were hushed to a great silence. Presently 
Livingstone was telling them that the secret of - ail 
he had done in Africa was due to a promise made 
to him by a “Gentleman whose word was never broken 
— ‘Lo, I am with you alway, ‘even unto the end.’ ” 
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The students forgot their pea shooters 
and their catcalls as they looked upon a 
man who knew what it was to walk 
through life with the Divine Comrade. 
—From Central-Advocate. Sent by Mrs. 
M. A. Huling, Larned, Kans. Prize illus- 
tration. 


The Safety of Some Dangers.—Men 
that have hazarded their lives for the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ (v. 26). 
There is great safety in the perils God 
chooses for us. “Is it safe to work 
among the lepers?” was asked of Sam 
Higginbottom, -of India, whose mission- 
ary service has been so blessed to the 
outcasts whom Christ asked us especially 
to remember and heal. “Yes,” was the 
answer, “it is safer to work among the 


lepers, if it's my job, than to work any- | 
A place of safety outside 


where else.” 
of God’s will is too risky a place for 
any child of God to contemplate.—/‘rom 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


In Contrast with Paul.— Men that have 
hazarded their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ (v. 26). A collegian 
is a guy that spends half his time trying 
to make his lighter work, and the other 
half trying to make his work lighter.— 
From College Life. Sent by J. A. Raiser, 
Bucyrus, Ohio. 


A General’s Letter from the Battle- 
field.—Only they would that we should 
remember the poor; the same which I 
also was forward to do (Gal. 2:10). 
Stonewall Jackson was a great fighter 
and a great Christian. Even when out 
on the field of battle he was not unmind- 
ful of his duties and responsibilities to 
his church at home. The following story 
is told of him: “A decisive battle had 
been fought. The telegraph lines were 
down, and the news was slow in reach- 
ing some of those most interested. At 
length a letter from the general came to 
his home town. His handwriting was 
recognized, and there was a general impa- 
tience to have the letter opened. The 
general’s pastor, to whom it was ad- 
dressed, broke the seal, and read the fol- 
lowing message: “I remember that this 
is the day for the collection for foreign 
missions. Please find enclosed my check.’ 
Then came the signatute.of the hero of 
the battle, and that -was all.’”,—From J. L. 
Gordon, in “The Young Man and His 
Problems.” Sent by O. S. Walters, Law- 
rence, Kans. 


“My Theme.”—The Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me (v. 
20). 


I know not why He loved me; 
I had no claim on Him, 

With nothing to commend me 
But guilt and shame and sin. 


No beauty was about. me, 
No virtue and no good: 

He only chose to love me, . 
And that, because He would. 


Yes; this is all the reason 
That I can know or find, 
Why He to me, so worthless, 
Should be so very kind. 
Oh! is it any wonder 
That now my theme should be 
“The Son of God, who loved me, 
And gave Himself for me’? 


—From the Gospel Herald. Sent by 
Mary F. Wishard, San Rafael, Cal. 


. ww 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 





A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Our Father, 


we pray that we may better understand 
from this lesson the importance of simple 


faith. If we have thought that our accept- | 


ance by the Lord Jesus depends upon works 
that we may do, clear our minds, we pray 
thee, of that hindrance to our fellowship 
with him. May we rest upon him for our 
Salvation, and not upon observances which 
he does not require of us.” May we indeed 
serve one another in love, holding others in 
due esteem, and giving faith its rightful 
place in following our Lord Jesus Christ. 
In his name we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The way to Christ 


is not roundabout. It is straight and 
plain. He has secured our redemption. 
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We have only to accept him in faith be- 
lieving. It is he who has done the work. 
It is not ours to do. There is the heart 
of this lesson, which was needed very 
much by the early Christians, some of 
whom thought it necessary for converts 
first to enter into the Jewish faith, and 
then to become Christians. Are you wait- 
ing’ to do something worthy, to be better 
than you are, before accepting Christ as 
your Saviour? He does not. ask you for 
that. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved.”. Not your 
work, but his! Let us pray. 


SAVED 


NO 
Bur BY carisrs WORK 
WILL YOU ACCEPT HIM? 














Lesson Hymns 
“Once For All.” 
“He Will Not Let Me Fall.” 
“Blessed Assurance.” 
“Take Time to Be Holy.” 
“Full Surrender.” 
“Lord, Speak To Me That I May Speak.” 
“Lead Me, Saviour.” 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 15: 1-35. How many in 
the class have ever seen a real mis- 
sionary? What did this missionary talk 
about? Yes, it was about the people of 
China, Africa, India, or some other coun- 
try who turned from idolatry when they 
heard about the Saviour who died for 
them. When the first missionaries got 
back to Antioch they were happy to tell 
about the heathen people who had been 
saved, after hearing the Good News. 
But while Paul and Barnabas were 
telling about the heathen being saved, 
some Jewish Christians came to Antioch 
and said that unléss these new believers 
were eg and kept the law that 
was given by Moses they could not be 
saved. No doubt there were many of 
these converts from heathenigsm in the 
church at Antioch, and this teaching 
troubled them. So Paul and Barnabas 
had a great argument with these trou- 
blesome teachers, trying to show them 
that to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 





ET us hold fast the 
wofession of our faith 
without: wavering; for He 
is faithful that promised.” 


Heb. 10:23, 
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But the Jewish Christians had kept the 
law, and offered sacrifices all their lives, 
and it was hard for them to feel that 
these things were no longer needful. 
Perhaps these teachers who were caus- 
ing the trouble did not really know the 
Lord Jesus as their Saviour, and Paul 
and Barnabas could not make them under- 
stand. Then we believe that the church 
at Antioch prayed to the Lord for guid- 
ance, and then sent Paul and Barnabas to 
Jerusalem to talk with the apostles and 
elders of the church about the matter. 

The missionaries had the happiest sort 
of meetings at the churches along the 
way to Jerusalem, and the Christians 
Were filled with joy to hear about the 
conversion of the heathen. 

At Jerusalem they had a meeting in the 
church, and Paul and Barnabas told how 
the Lord had used them to bring the 
Good News to the heathen. But in the 
church at Jerusalem there were some 
who said that the heathen should be 
circumcised and keep the law of Moses. 

Then the apostles — Peter, James, and 
John — called a meeting to talk the mat- 
ter over. In this meeting Peter told how 
a good while before, the Lord had used 
him to preach the Gospel to the Gen- 
tiles, and when they believed, the Holy 
Spirit had come into their hearts. He 
showed the church plainly that all men 
are saved by believing on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Then everybody was quiet, and lis- 
tened while Paul and Barnabas told of 
their missionary journey, and how the 
Lord had worked miracles and wonders 
among the heathen by them. 

The last to speak was James, who was 
probably the president of the conference. 
Hé listened very closely to what Peter, 
and Paul, and Barnabas said about the 
heathen being converted. Then James 
told all the people at the conference that 
all this was just what God had said 
he was going to do, and that the prophets 
told about it. He meant that God had 
planned for the heathen to hear the Good 
News and be saved. This is the way 
the church is to be built. And when it 
is finished the Lord Jesus is coming back, 
and build up the kingdom of David and 
reign over his people. James said that 
God had known and planned all these 
things from the first. 

Then he gave his advice about the 
converted heathen. No doubt they all 
prayed about it, and then they wrote 
a letter to the church at Antioch, saying 
that it pleased the Holy Spirit and the 
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was all that was necessary to be saved. | Christians at Jerusalem not to lay--on the 


heathen people who believed any greater 
burden than necessary, — that they should 
leave_off all wrong: ways of worship‘and 
all sinful living.’ And if they did- this 
they should do well. 

This letter was sent by Paul and*.Bar- 
nabas. This church sent: Judas. and Silas, 
two other Bible teachers with them, and 
we believe John Mark went: along, toe: 
The church at. Antioch rejoiced: over the 
letter, and no doubt the Christians there 
spent a while studying. God's. Word:- 

Sing, “Nothing but the Bleod:of Jesus.” 

Ciinton, S. C. 


Your Class: of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H: Askew: 





How the Lesson is Taught This: Week: 
The First Bearers of Christianity: 
Advising in Christ: 
(1) With the mother church. 
(2) With the apostles and elders. 
(3) With the Holy Spirit. 

















eA heralahet geet y for Christ always 
brings out and then brings up new 
problems, and so we find it true for these 
first carriers of the Gospel, especially 
when they would carry their Good News 
to the uttermost parts of their. world. 
The message is forever unchanging, but 
those who hear it are as different as 
they are many, and how to present the 
truth so that they can grasp its essen- 
tials without burdensome nonessentials 
is a many-sided question. 


(1) So, in this fifteenth chapter of 
the Acts we find these first “foreign” 
missionaries bringing their. problem to 
the mother church in Jerusalem, to ad- 
vise them how to preach the essential 
truth of Christ’s Gospel to the Gentile 
world of their day. Your girls will find 
it difficult to take any interest in those 
specific problems, even to understand 
them, so utterly foreign are they to our 
civilization today. But they can see the 
principle involved —that Paul and Bar- 

as were contending that only a living 
faith in Christ as Saviour was needed to 
make one a Christian; that the old re- 
quirements of the Mosaic law should not 
be laid upon these Gentile believers even 
though the Jewish Christians were still 
observing them; and that these two, who 
had come to this conclusion from an 
actual recent experience which was quite 
beyond any yet known to this old mother 
church group, yet felt that they must con- 
cede to this original group the place of 
central authority in all such questions, 
and so confer with them about it all. 
Here was the _Gospel producing real 
brotherly love among Christian believers 
themselves, where, alas! we do not al- 
ways find it even now. 


(2) Your girls will be interested in the 
persons mentioned in this account — the 
apostles and elders of.that mother church, 
including Peter who had so fully known 
the Lord Jesus. Evidently théy had not 
all scattered from Jerusalem, and equally 
clear is it that- all Christians held the 
witness and opinion of these leaders in 
high repute this long after the ascension 
of their Master. Your girls will like 
Peter’s stand on this early question of 
Christian practice—a really Christ-like 
understanding of others’ difficulties in 
the light of his own admitted ones. Can 
they see the spiritual growth in Peter 
since his experience with Cornelius? 

Then, there emerges here that interest- 
ing person, James (our Lord’s own earth- 
born brother?) whose word was evi- 
dently the final one with that mother 
church. Paul refers to him frequently, 
and this letter (dictated by him, appar- 
ently) which settled the disputed ques- 
tions reads enough like that epistle of 
our New Testament which. bears his 
name to make us think this same James 
must be the writer, also. 

(3) Remembering that James, too, was 
a Jewish Christian, cannot your girls see 
the ‘remarkable result of the Holy Spirit 
living in the minds and hearts of these 
first bearers of Christianity, guiding them 
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Lesson for September 20 


to see the truth far beyond their natural 
wisdom and even beyond their old Jew- 
ish religious standards? ‘hey themselves 
“saw this truth. Help your girls to nore 
James’-own words (in that ‘letter con- 
tained in this chapter), that the decisions 
therein “seemed good to the Holy Ghost, 
and to us.” Certainly this decision adds 
‘another to the long list of the acts of 
“the Holy Spirit as- narrated in this one 
‘book of our Bible. i : 


Home Study 

This fifteenth chapter must have as 
distinctive a. name as possible, on your 
chart, being an epoch-making one in the 
history of Christianity. Which verse 
from it do you choose for its key? 
Whose name will you write above it, as 
the dominant figure in its narrative? Try 
your chart again from memory this 
week. We are more than half-way 
through the book now; how definite and 
complete is your own -knowledge of its 
contents? 


Decatur, Ga. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





THE COUNCIL IN o~..- 
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Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CHRISTIAN YOUTH contaming this les- 
son. ‘Lhe answers are not numbered and 
hsted’ like the questions, but are ail in- 
cluded in one part or .another of the 
interesting Jesson material in the current 
issue ot CHRISTIAN YouUTH, which is 


the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, *by having a, copy of 
CHRISTIAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SUNDAY 
ScHOooL. TIMES. 


If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering. from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What was. the purpose in sending 
both a letter and representatives from 
Jerusalem to the Antioch church? 

2. How many points can you definitely 
name that are set forth in the letter that 
“was written? 

.3. Did the council at Jerusalem take 
credit fot the décision to which they 
came? To whom did they give the 
credit? 

4. How many restrictions were put 
upon the Antioch church according to 
this. letter? 

5. Who returned to Antioch with the 
Jerusalem representatives? 

6. What was the effect ofthe letter 
upen the Antioch church? 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


a 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 
_Beginning: The way out is up. 
Discussion: Let. the fellows speak of 
their problems as freely as they will — 
particularly those which have to do with 
differences existing between them and 
their associates. Apply the Jerusalem 
council - spirit. 

Objective: “Let this mind be. in- you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus.” 











AY, fellows, undoubtedly.the best.way 

out of any problem —.s up.. So that 
council at Jerusalem found it. to be, They 
had a real problem to solve: one with 
infinite: possibilities of disaster. in it; also 
with infinite possibilities-;of- good. ..They 
wanted the good and they got it ‘by 
the upward way, , The trouble started in 


were first called Christians; the place 
where the first progressive Christian pro- 
gram was started; the place from which 
the church first sent out ‘foreign mis- 
sionaries. Satan got very busy~there.. He 
always gets especially active where any 
definite effort, organized or individual, 
is started to spread the “Gospel. Paul 
and Barnabas had returned. from~ their 
trip abroad and had reported how great 
numbers of Gentiles were coming inte 


of their rejoicing came “certain men . . ; 
down from Judza” saying no man could 
be saved without being circumcised, at- 
cording to the law ,of Moses; This 
caused controversy and confusion and a 
halt to the progress of. the’ church; so 
the Antioch Christians decided to send 
Paul and Barnabas up to Jerusalem to 
consult with the apostles and elders, 
That was a start upward, anyhow. The 
high authorities were’at Jerusalem, and 
it was. the part of wisdom to take the 
matter to them. 

So when they came to Jerusalem and 
made known the matter and asked for 
advice on it, the record states that “the 
apostles and elders came together for to 
consider —” That was another. big ‘step 





upward. You know, fellows, that word 


“for your Master? 


Antioch — that, place where the disciples,|‘*° a 
s r dlifferences that have arisen between:you 


the faith of Jesus Christ, ‘and in the midst }<. 





“consider” is a mighty good one. Liter- 
ally, it means to “look starward.” 
many of the words of our language, it 
doubtless got its origin and its meaning 
trom an action or an attitude. Have you 
not seen people pause and look upward — 
toward the sky—-when puzzied? You 
would say they are in a ‘brown study. 
it is a practical thing to do. ‘by taking 
the eye from objects and movements on 
the level about you, and fixing it in the 
space above, one can sometimes think 
more clearly — uninterruptedly. <A fellow. 
can concentrate bet.er, if not distracted 
by movements across his vision. 

But this upward looking of the Jeru- 
salem council was even better than star- 
gazing. -They were lifting their judg- 
ments above any purely selfish interest; 
they were trying to fix.upon the will of 
God. They were remembering the prom- 
ise of the Holy Spirit’s guidance for all 
the difficult places to pags and the hard 
knots to untie. They could have re- 
mained in the level of. their prejudices 
and their traditions—and their pride; 
but they never could have settled any- 
thing there. Their differences would 
have widened and progress would have 
been hopelessly. stopped ; but they looked 
up. They tried to look above their dif- 
ferences where they could find them- 
selves meeting in the mind of Jesus 
Christ. 

The counciling in such a spirit as that 
was bound ‘to meet with a happy solu- 
tion, and it did. The march of the 
church went forward and there was a 
great increase in numbers and in power 
throughout the then known world. 

Now, fellows, what was true back there 
more than nineteen centuries ago, is just 
as true today. We have our problems; 
they are sometimes sore problems and 
they give us sleepless nights, when we 
try to settle them on the level of selfish 
interest and human logic. Often those 
who have the other side of the problem 
hold. interests just as selfish and have 
wills just as strong as ours. Then there 
are locked. horns and dog falls. But 
‘when we are willing to look up and seek 
to’ know the will of our Lord in the 
matter, it is amazing how the viewpoint 
is changed, and how some things that 
had bulked large in our eyes now dwindle 
into trifles. This. does not apply to a 
sound principle. A principle is as high 
and as wide and as deep as. even spir- 
itual vision can reach, looking in any di- 
rection. never requires us to sur- 
render a truth; what he wants us to sur- 
render and look above is ourselves. Get 
this old selfish self of ours out of the 
way and there is a chance for the Holy 
Spirit to take charge and guide; and 


‘when he guides, he solves; and when he 


solves, he empowers; and when he em- 
powers, you and I ride out into the rari- 
fied atmosphere of achievement: 

Take it to yourselves, fellows, and-ap- 
ply it. Have you been halted «'-.-dis- 
couraged in any effort you are making 
Halted” because . of 


and your team mates? Look starward. 
Ask him to guide you, and you will find 
that the way out is up. 


GREENSBORO,»N..C.: - 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of September 13) 


3, a4..He, with Barnabas, ‘‘tarried a lon 
time” in Iconium before the Jews route 
them ont (Acts 14:3), but.the story reads 
$ though all that occurred in Lystra might 
ve taken place’ in’ one single day (the 


@ 


‘miracle and the stoning surely did), though 
‘there was-a group of believers round about 


Paul’s:: supposedly dead body,..whom there 
had ‘been time to win, either. in Lystra or 
Iconium. : 


2: Atts 14: 15-17 contain the ‘same line 
of.truth as Romans 1: 18-21 and Acts 17: 
24-28, 

3. Jupiter was ‘worshiped as the supreme 
ag of the heavens, by the Lycaonians, and 

application of this name-to Barnabas 
indicates that they recognized him as the 
leader of the party, or that he was the more 
imposing in appearance. 

4. He was probably smaller of - stature 
than Barnabas, and younger, hence quicker 
in motion and speech (Acts 14: 12). 


Like: 
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5. “He must increase, but I must de- 
crease” (John 3: 30). 

6. By the extent to which it enables us 
to glorify our Lord. 
_ 7. “God forbid that I should glory, save 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom the world is crucified unto me, and I 
unto the world’ (Gal. 6: 14). 


8. Surely Timothy was among those 
disciples who gathered round Paul's bruised 
body outside the Lystra gate. See Acts 14: 
20 compared with Acts 16:1, 2. 


9. The church in Antioch was their sup- 
porting church, from which they had been 
chosen and sent out, by the Holy . Spirit, 
even though the church in Jerusalem was 
considered the authority among those first 
Christian groups. 
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Pastors, Missionaries, Evangelists and 
other Christian men and women can 
secure attractive accommodation when 
visiting New York in the eleven-story 
fireproof building of the Institute 
erected at the heart of the city. Every 
room an outside room, newly fur- 
nished, with hot and cold running 
water. Rates exceptionally low. For 
further information or reservations, 
address : 
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Theological College 
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Lewis Sperry CuHaFer, D.D. . . President 
Wm. M. Anperson, D.D. . Vice President 


(OFFERS standard Theological Seminary 
courses true to the Apostolic Faith 
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Degrees. A full-time Resident Faculty of 
seven Professors. A Visiting Faculty of 
seven widely-known Lecturers o ffering 
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_ The periodical College Bulletin carrying 
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iled regularly without charge upon re- 
quest. Our Annuity Bonds offer safe and 
profitable investment. For general informa- 
tion address : 
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JUNIATA COLLEGE 


Huntingdon, Pa. 
Cannot accept every one who makes application. , 
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“Give God a Chance”’ 


By JAMES H. McCONKEY 
Have you realized that God is eager to throw up the 
sash of Heaven’s window just in order to pour an in- 
dividual blessing into your life? 


Sent absolutely. free. 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
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Children at Home 








Saved from a Tiger 
Founded on fact 
By A. ©. Stott 


UTTEE was a little sweeper boy em- 
ployed in the house of a missionary 
in South India. 

Mr. Robinson had given him a job in 
the compound to keep the flower beds 
tidy and help in many different little 
ways, for he was sorry for Suttee, whose 
parents had died, and left him to an old 
man who was a gambler and drunkard, 
making the boy familiar with every evil 


way. 

One day Suttee had been badly hurt 
by an auto driven recklessly through the 
narrow streets of the town by a Hindu 
— had no thought for other people’s 
ives. 

After many months in the hospital the 
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boy was taken by the missionary, as the 
old man had died, and Suttee had no 
relations in the world. One would have 
thought that he would have seemed grate- 
ful for the kindness and care he received, 
but strange to say, although he did his 
work pretty well, he was very unwilling 
to listen to the Gospel. He did not seem 
to care for the wonderful love of the 
Saviour, and at morning and evening 
prayers sat with a very bored look on 
his small brown face. 

“Oh, Suttee,” his master said one day, 
“T do wish thou couldst realize how 
much Yia-siji loves thee and wants thee 
to belong to Him.” 

“So thou sayest, Sahib, but my father 
told me that the Holy Book was just 
full of false teaching and all the stories 
in it were imagined by the people that 
wrote them. My father ‘was a Hindu, 
and he studied much, so I am sure he 
was not telling lies. He made me prom- 
ise when he was dying to have no faith 
in the foreign religion.” 

I am very sorry, Suttee. Although 
thy father doubtless thought he was right, 
he made a terrible mistake, for unless 
thou wilt listen and believe God’s words, 
there is no hope of pardon for thy. sins.” 

Mr. Robinson was really troubled, for 
he saw that the boy was very stubborn. 
Months passed, but Suttee appeared just 
the ¢ame; only on one. occasion he fre- 
marked rather triumphantly : 

“God does not save people from dan- 
ger nowadays as he is said to have de- 
livered Daniel and others in the Book. 
Even true believers do not escape deadly 
peril. Only ‘last night in one of the 
jungle villages a tiger killed the only 
son of the dhobi (‘“‘washerman”), who 
has ‘eaten’ the Yia-siji religion for over 
ten years.” 

It was quite true, and Mr. Robinson 
had been very sorry for the old Chris- 
tian man who had come into the com- 
pound a few days before with his tale 
of woe. His wife was an unbeliever and 
had added to his grief by her angry, 
mocking words. 

Suttee really seemed to enjoy telling 
this to Mr. Robinson to show that his 
father had been right in what he said 
about the Bible, and the Christians’ God. 
It seemed as if only a kind of miracle 
could change the boy’s heart. 

One morning his master called Suttee 
and told him he was going to visit a 
village up in the hills, and he wanted 
him to go with,him to carry his bag of 
books. The Indian preacher was sick, 
but Mr. Robinson felt he must not put 
off his visit, as his days were so full. 
Suttee was delighted to go as it was far 
more interesting than sweeping around 
the’ compound. 

Their path after a time lay through 
a wild, hilly, jungle district, and there 
were some lonely bits of forest along 
the way. Suddenly a tiger came silently 
stealing through the undergrowth by the 
side of the path, and Suttee whose quick 
practiced eyes saw it first, had only time 
to shout “Tiger! Tiger!” and then both 
he and Mr. Robinson swung themselves 
up into the branches of the trees. It 
was well that they did so, for the tiger 
sprang and managed to ‘arrive exactly 
on the path where they had been a minute 
before. 

The tiger came sniffing and prowling 
round each of the two trees in which 
Suttee and the missionary had taken 
refuge. Then he lay down finally at the 
foot of the one the missionary had 
climbed, keeping his eyes fixed on Suttee 
all the time. 

It was a waiting game, for both sides 
apparently, and Mr. Robinson felt here 
indeed was an opportunity for praying 
God to give them a remarkable deliv- 
erance. He wondered how long he could 
hold on, for the branch was already 
bending beneath his weight, and it was 
a very slippery and awkward perch, yet 
he dared not move. Some hornets came 
buzzing around and their sting at any 
time is most painful. 

“Oh, God,” prayed Mr. Robinson, 
“strengthen the faith of this Indian boy 
by delivering us as thou didst Daniel of 
old. Suttee says he does not believe 
thou art the same miracle-working God, 





so wilt thou convince him?” 
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Suddenly the tiger, which had stretched 
himself at the foot of the tree, jumped 
up with a roar of pain. Where he had 
lain dewn there was a large hornets’ 
nest. They stung him all over, and he 
soon rushed off into the bushes to try 
to knock off his tormentors. 

™n a flash Mr. Robinson and Suttee 
jumped down, and running for their 
lives they never paused till they met with 
some hunters, who took them safely 
through these dangerous woods. 

“Well, Suttee,” said Mr. Robinson, 
“God did hear and deliver us out of 
the mouth of the tiger, for, I felt if 
help did not come quickly I should be 
falling off that slippery branch, and I 
was frightfully anxious about you, too.” 

“Yes, sir, I nearly fell off even in 
those few minutes, and the branch was 
cracking, too.” Then he added rather 
snyly, “I prayed to God to save us and 
he did, for if you had not climbed that 
tree we should never have escaped. Hor- 
nets don’t often make their nest so low 


own. 

“Vell, Suttee, don’t say the Bible is 
not true any more, for surely you must 
see that God does hear prayer and de- 
liver his children today.” 

Suttee from that time on was a changed 
boy, and “now he is being prepared in a 
Christian school to teach others to be- 
lieve and trust God’s faithful Word. 


WortHING, Sussex, Enc, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sept. 27. What Our Society Plans to Do 
This Year. Eccles. 9: 10; 11:6. (Rally Day.) 

Oct. 4. What Jesus Teaches about Obedience. 
Matt. 7: 20-27. (Consecration meeting.) 

Oct. 11. What Is ‘Expected of Us as Good 
Citizens? Rom. 13: 1-7. 

Oct. 18. How to Answer “Wet”? Arguments. 
1 Tim, 1: 8-11, 


Sunday, September 20 


Our Share in Making Christ Known 
to the World (Rom. 1 : 14-16) 








Mon.—Peter tells the story (Acts 10: 
34-48). 
Tues.—Laymen spread the Gospel (Acts 


8: 1). 
Wed.—Paul, the preacher (1 Cor. 2: 1-5). 
Thurs.—Helping the workers (Phil. 4: 
10-19). 
Fri.—Witnessing at home (Mark 5 : 18-20). 
Sat.—Telling our friends (John 1 : 35-51). 











How may our lives make Christ known? 

What is our denomination doing to make 
Christ known? 

What do we give to missions and what 
shovld we give? 


F, DURING the influenza epidemic } 

that swept our land several years ago, 
you had known a cure that would have 
instantly made well anyone who would 
use it, would you have felt any respon- 
sibility to tell others about it? Could 
you have gone calmly about your work 
or recreation, knowing that thousands 
were suffering and dying when a word 
from you could bring relief? Could you 
have slept undisturbed at night knowing 
that while you were resting thousands 
were slipping into eternity, leaving heart- 
broken loved ones and wrecked homes? 

We shudder at the thought of any such 
heartlessness, do we not? We remem- 
ber how physicians and nurses, having 
no cure for the suffering, nevertheless 
worked night and day to bring what lit- 
tle relief they could. 

Why, then, is there so much indiffer- 
ence to an infinitely greater epidemic that 
has swept the whole human race,—an 
epidemic that not only kills the body, but 
ruins the soul for all eternity? Is it 
not that you and I have not realized the 
awful sinfulness of sin, that we have not 
fully grasped the fact that the soul that 
goes out of this life without Christ is 
hopelessly and eternally lost? 

4 





Yet God’s Word is crystal clear. “He 
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that hath the Son hath life; and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life” 
(1 John 5:12) is only one of the many 
statements of the Scriptures on this point, 
From-our Lord’s own lips we have, “He 
that heareth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come irto condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto life” (John 


5:24). 

And the Bible is clear that to us God 
has entrusted the only known remedy for 
sin, the Gospel of salvation through 
Christ. If we know Christ as our Sav- 


wonder then that Paul in our Scripture 
lesson exclaims, “I am debtor both to 
the Greeks, and_to the Barbarians . . . 
so, as much as in me is, I am feady to 
preach the gospel to you that are at Rome 
also” (Rom. 1:15). -Again we hear him 
cry, “Woe is unto me, if I preach not 
the Gospel!” (1 Cor. 9: 16.) 


ne 

What are you and I doing with this 
great remedy that God has placed in our 
hands? Is it possible that we are in- 
different to those who have never heard 
the Good News? Is it possible that we 
can carelessly indulge ourselves when 
men and women and boys and girls are 
dying by the thousands without Christ 
and without hope? 

we 

The questions suggested by our topic 
point to three ways in which we may do 
our part in discharging our responsibil- 
ity to those without Christ. The first 
deals with our personal lives as Chris- 
tians. One of the most effective ways 
of telling others about Christ is to demon- 
strate day by day the life that is Christ, 
— love, joy, peace, gentleness, goodness, 
meekness, longsuffering, faith, self-con- 
trol. Is this what others are seeing in 
you? ° 


We may discharge a part of our re- 
sponsibility by sharing in what our par- 
ticular denomination is doing to spread 
the Gospel. Have some member of your 
group tell in your meeting about some 
of the ways in which your church is 
preaching Christ in foreign lands. Then 
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iour, we have the remedy. Is it any. 


























Lesson for September 20 


tell -how much your society contributes 
to such work, 


We may give through other channels 
than our denomination to spread the Gos- 
pel.. Faith missions offer such channels, 
or we may contribute direct to the sup- 
port of a certain missionary, considering 
Stich a one as our substitute in carrying 
out our Lord’s command, if we are .pre- 
vented from going ourselves. 


Ve 

But whatever may~be the way in.which 
we have been helping to get the Good 
News to the uttermost parts of the earth, 
let us face squarely the challenge and 
ask God to show us if we are doing 
our share, if we are doing all that he 
wants us.to do. Perhaps he is waiting 
upon our willingness, to open to us far 
greater opportunities for service than.we 
have dreamed of. Doés he want you or 
me to go personally? And are we will- 
ing to go if he opens the way? 

PHILADELPHIA, 





Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too personal for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 

~ will be glad to -reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear ‘Mother Ruth: I do appreciate. the 
answers with which you reply to the corre- 
spondents in The Sunday School Times. Your 

_answefs are so helpful, and never yet have 
I found a criticism to make. I have been 
raised in the family of a minister of a 
wealthy church- People are very kind and 
complimentary to us and are apt to make 
me conceited. I try to curb my sin, but I 
don’t know just exactly what to do, and 
feel sometimes it is easier to ask an outsider 
than one’s own family, regardless of how 
dear they are. I am planning to go as a 
medical missionary to India. 
asked what I will consider as a vocation I 
naturally answer that. The people exclaim, 
“How fine” or “What a sacrifice,” and some- 
times some one repéats to me something 
one’ of the well meaning people say after- 
ward. But I wish they were not so extrava- 
gant in praise as it makes me feel too good 
and somewhat scornful (which I know is 
wrong) of the people who don’t want to 
choose God’s will. How can I overcome this 
sin? 

Another fault is the habit of going to 
church more or less to see people. My 

ts wander, almost always during the 

and Scripture readings. The only 

time my attention is held is during the ser- 
mon. How can I go to church without the 
longing to see certain people and being dis- 


appointed if they are not there? Also how- 


can I concentrate during both my prayers 
at night and church prayers? 

Thirdly, and last: I don’t study on Sun- 
days, as my parents do not approve and I 
am. sure Christ wouldn’t want me to. ‘When 
girls ask me if I study on Sunday, and I 
answer in the negative, then they ask me 
why and what I think about it. I hive a 
fedr of being thought “goody-goody” if I 
say it’s a sin or at least wrong.’ What can 
I answer them, and how can I get rid of 
my fear of speaking out? ; 

I am in my early teens, so possibly your 
answers will be different, although I am al- 
ways taken for at least eighteen.—R. 3 

Y DEAR GIRL: To be conscious of 

“one’s. faults and shortconiings is a 
gréat vittory and will help yow to be 
on the watch for the weaknesses you 
now realize, To.feel you are taking too 
much pride-in ‘the praises of others is 
worth much to you, but to look at the 
problem:as it now is will help I am sure. 
First, you. must not place so much im- 
portance on the things that.are said to 
you. People often want to be kind and 
gracious, and say much that is not al- 
ways true. I want you with me to read 
a few verses from God’s Word. Get 
Psalm 12: 2, 3, and see what we are told. 
Then compare that with what is said 
of the words of the Lord in the sixth 
verse. His words are pure, and when 
they come from his children they should 
be the kind of words he loves. In Prov- 
erbS 2975 -we find another verse that 
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should be helpful as a warning for us. 
I do not want to pass judgment upon 
those who have been saying such things 
to you, for the wrong may be more with 
you for thinking tod much about them 
than in the folks who have said them to 
you. People many times say these nice 
things without meaning them sincerely. 
We are told to set a watch upon our lips, 
and so be guarded in what we say that 
we may not cause others to think more 
highly of themselves than they should. 
God cannot use us unless we are humble 
and ready to acknowledge him as the 
author of all the good there is in us! 
Do not count much on these flattering 
words, but go to him in prayer, acknowl- 
edging him as the source of. blessing. Lay 
this always before him and know it is, 
the work of. the tempter trying to turn 
you from God! 
That. your. thoughts wander. during 
prayer is an indication; that self is too 
much in evidence.. Yield yourself to. God 
so that he .will be the “one. altogether 


worship him when your thoughts wan- 
der? Every time you find your thoughts 
somewhere else, bring them back and 
adore him! When it happens again, do 
the same thing, and before long you will 
have formed the habit of really praying 
to the Lord and forgetting other things. 
God is speaking to you, and calling you 
to come closer to him, or you would not 
be seeing these faults as you are; so 
thank God for his watchfulness over you 
and his patiénce in wooing you to him- 
self. Talk with him about it just as you 
have- written to me, ard great joy. will 
come to you in realizing you are having 
fellowship with him. 

What shall you say to the girls about 
your study on Sunday? Tell them the 
truth, but not with an air of superiority. 
Try to win them so to love the Lord 
that they, too, will want to spend the 
day as will please him. You will seem 
different from those who are not trying 
to please the Lord in all that they do. 
But we should be glad that God has 
given us the opportunity to serve him; 
and it should make us very humble and 
full of praise to him that he has cared 
so for us. Thank God, my girl, that in 
this day of sin, he has given you the 
environment of a home where it is the 
thing to do to serve the Lord with glad- 
ness, and to the fullest extent! 


Annie Johnson Flint’s 
Christmas Cards and Booklets 


Dear Sunpay ScHoot Times READERS: 


I am writing you from far Lucerne, 
Switzerland, to share with you a mes- 
sage have just received from our 
mutual friend, Miss Annie Johnson Flint, 
who writes me from her wheel chair 
that she has been out on the porch almost 
every day for some weeks, and “there- 
fore cannot complain.” She goes on to 
say: “I am about as usual—do not 
seem to gain strength at all or be able 
to do any more for myself than I could 
several months ago.” I marvel at her 
patience and sweetness! This has been 
going on for thirty-two years! 

There is one bright side to Miss Flint’s 
life, however, and it is really two-sided: 
One, her close and constant communion 
with her Lord, and the other, the great 
joy of passing on his messages to those 
who stand so greatly in need of such 
help and cheer. 

he greatest help in passing on these 
messages has come through Times 
readers, who, learning of her need or of 
her books and leaflets have sent many 
orders. For the help that has-come to 
Miss Flint through the Times I thank 
you from the bottom of my heart. May 
I ask you to sit down early and decide 
upon your Christmas gifts and cards? 
To give Miss Flint’s books or cards is 
to give a message of faith and courage 
and cheer. She will be happy to send 
samples to those who desire them. 

Miss Flint asks me to tell- you of her 
two new books: “Songs of the Saviour,” 
and “Songs in the Night.” These and 
her other five books are forty cents each. 





She is having Christmas cards reprinted 


lovely” to you. How can you praise and | 


which were sold out so early last year 
that many Times readers were disap- 
pointed, There will also be one or two 
new cards. The usual assortment of buff 
colored cards bearing various greetings 
and some very beautiful Christmas verses 
sell at twenty-five cents a dozen, Orders 
should be sent to Miss Annie Johnson 
Flint, Clifton Springs, N. Y. 

It is not always possible to do two 
things at once, but buying Miss Flint’s 
poems does just this, for it helps her 
meet expenses, and it helps all those to 
whom her messages of help and Chris- 
tian cheer are sent, So, from the other 
side of the world may I propose that she 
have the very best. Christmas she has 
ever had, and that we make it as easy 
as possible by ordering early and avoid- 
ing the’ rush? 

Faithfully yours, 
Rute WiNant WHEELER. 





For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, . 


September 14 to 20 
Mon.—Acts 15 : 1-11. The Council at Jerusalem. 


There is nothing that tends to deaden 
the church like the imposition -upon it of 
rites, forms, and ceremonies. The Holy 
Spirit no sooner moves the Gospelizing 
center of the early church from Jeru- 
salem to Antioch than the Judaizers' ap- 
pear with their propaganda, Paul hated 
it. It made him deathly sick in soul and 
body (2 Cor. 1:8-10). This first coun- 
cil of the church decreed against formal- 
ism. It is increasingly being foisted on 
the church by Modernism. The last great 
council of the church, the World’s Fun- 
damentals Canference, at Philadelphia; 
whose theme was the Coming of the 
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Don't Forget the Jews 


‘*Jewish Mission Bonds”’ is the title of a book- 
let we would like you to read. Just say “Send 
me your booklet, ‘Jewish Mission Bonds.’”’ 
No obligations, and no further solicitation 
not a word, e only want to get our story 
to you; then we'll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether His covenant people 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 


American Board of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y 


: Christian Life” 
Series 
Sunday School 
Loosen Hips 


ng 
International Uniform Lesson Topics 


Pointed, Sound, and Practica 
Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 



































“For the Love of Mankind” 


is the title of a carefully written, beautifully illus- 
trated brochure, which describes how thousands 
of churches have satisfied the spiritual hunger of 
the hard of hearing. . . . Upon request, we will 
send you a FREE copy. 


Dictograph Products Co., Inc., Dept. 63T, 
220 West 42nd Street, New York, N. Y. 


















AGENTS WANTED 





CHRISTMAS CARD AGENTS, SQME- 
thing ter. Fourteen folder assortment— 
all genuine copper etchings by famous artists. 
Sells for $1.50 costs you 50c. Also 14 card 
ing assortment—sells for 40c, costs you 20c. 
New 21 card assortment sells for $1. Costs 
au 50c. Write for free sample designs, John 
‘erguson, 264. West 40th, New York. — 





IF YOU WANT TO GET YOUR 
ceries and h hold suppl at whoi 5 
a@ wonderful chance to make $15 profit a day 

ides, send me your name int iately. No 
experience necessary. New Ford Sedan free to 
producers. Albert Mills, 9310 Monmouth, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 


GRO- 
le, and 








CHRISTMAS CARD SALESPEOPLE —NEW 

ifferent sensational—23 card box assortment 
with free seals. war eed $1; — 9 you 50c; 
we yY postage. SO _ perso: reetings. 
Sample box on approval. Bell nel ay 21-A 
Howard St., New York. - 





CHRISTMAS CARD SALESPEOPLE — 
beautiful 24 card asso t. Sells for $1. 
Your profit 50¢ a box. Amazing money.maker. 
Sample box sent on sppreval. Craft Engrav- 
ing, 480A Canal St., New York. 





MEN AND WOMEN REPRESENT FAMOUS 
hosiery apd lingerie line.  Undersell stores! 

rience umnecessary! Liberal advance com- 
missions. REE OUTFIT! Adams Co.; 
611-A Washington, Boston, Mass. 





AGENTS—100% PROFIT SELLING 
card Christmas box assortments for $1. Sells 
on sight. Biggest, easiest money maker, Sample 
box sent on approval. Fred Cuneo, 541 West 
Broadway, New York. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 


PROVEN PLANS OF RELIABLE CONCERNS 


Utmost care has been taken in the: selection of these little ads. 
Respond to them with confidence 


CHRISTMAS CARD SALESPEOPLE — 
Speedy selling Personal Greeting Cards and 
Box Assortments. Liberal commissions. i 
for a ee plan and samples. 


Studio, 270 ayette St., Dept. R-1, New 
York, 


_—_—_—_—_—_—_——————— 
MONEY-MAKING OPPORTUNITIES 


eases een ct ae ta PEERS SAR 


OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE MONEY AND 
do some good helping distribute New Chain 
Reference Bible, Second Revised edition, edited 
by Dr. F. C. Thompson—most helpful and re- 
markable Bible published. Many new and 
different features. Earn from $10.00 to $150.00 
a week. Exclusive territory given. Write to 
day for descriptive booklet and | ial terms 
to Christian workers. B. B. Kirkbride Bible 
Company, Dept. X, Indianapolis, Indiana, 





HERE’S MONEY FOR YOU—SELLING 
our unexcelled assortment of 21 Christmas cards 
and packages of 64 assorted gift dressings dur- 
ing spare time. 100% PROFIT. Ev card a 
masterpiece. enty-five cents will bring com- 
plete sample box an package of seals with sell- 
ing plans, Start AT ONCE and be the first to 
canvass your community. tockton Press, 516 
N.. Charles. St., Baltimore, Md., Dept. X. 





WERNER’S CHRISTMAS AND FRIEND- 
ship cards are in a class by themselves. Beauti- 
ful sentiments, new designs, extraordinary 
value. - Ask for FREE catalog and our sales 
lan, E, G. Werner—Sons Co., 236 Grape 
treet, Reading Pa. 





POLMET—THE WONDERFUL POLISHING 
cloth, Cleans all metals without liquid, paste 
or powder. Approved by Good Housekeeping 
Institute. Sells fast at 25c. Sample free. Gale 
Co., 47 Edinboro St., Boston, Mass. 





“RUN-PROOF” 73c LADIES’ SILK HOSE. 
Full-fashioned. Guaranteed. Just -invented. 
Free samples, “Hurry.” Moss (RPA) Co., 





Hartford, Conn, 





HIGH SCHOOL BOYS EARN $5.00 QUICK- 


ly—easily. Send fifty cents for “Bob’s Hike,” 
thrilling book, and new easy plan. Bishop Kirke 
bride, Indianapolis, Ind. 
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Lord, decreed likewise against the empti- 
ness of Modernism. 

Prayer Succestion: Pray for the 
Mentholatum Department: of the Omi 
Mission in Japan, whose tracts inserted 
in its packages bring in hundreds of in- 
quiries. 

Tues.—Acts 15 : 12-21. Decision of the Council. 


For nearly two millenniums theology 
has side-stepped the council of Jeru- 
salem. Otherwise the church would not 
have been so blindly teaching world con- 
version previous to the Lord’s coming. 
This divinely guided council declared 
that the Gospel would never convert all, 
but always call out some as a people for 
Christ's‘ name (v. 14). World conver- 
sion will occur after the coming of Christ 
to the earth (vs. 16, 17). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
deeply spiritual and successful Associa- 
tion of Baptists for the Orient, Inc., 
whose report for 1930-31 by Mrs. Henry 
W. Peabody, Chairman, is just out (Miss 
Alice M. Hudson, Treasurer, 44 Chest- 
nut St., East Orange, N. J.); for Dr. 
Paul Culley and his mother, home on 
furlough from Manila; for Captain and 
Mrs. Ellis Skolfield, lately arrived in 
Manila; for the Rev. Alexander Suther- 
land and Miss Margaret Scheirach, ap- 
ne for appointment for the Philip- 

nes. 


Wed.—Acts 15 : 22-35. Decrees of the Council. 


The true Church placed itself along 
with the Holy Spirit upon the plane of 
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his throne -(v. 28). It is still there. We 
are “workers together with God.” The 
decree conceded something to Jewish con- 
science, whom Moses taught not to eat 
meats offered to idols, nor blood. Gen- 
tile believers were to show grace (Rom. 
6:14). One terrible sin is forbidden 
along with prohibition of things that are 
not of importance, The reason is that 
paganism had no conscience about . the 
breaking of the seventh commandment. 
Our own age is similarly losing con- 
science as to the same sin. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
young woman who has come out of Com- 
munism and for a young man who. is 
a Communist but who resists the Spirit 
in Miss Ruth Angel’s Jewish Mission in 
New York (P. O. Box 108, Station D, 
New York City); for a Syrian Jew who 
recited John 3:16 in Arabic and later held 
up his hand for prayer; for the supply 
of all needs. 


Thurs.—Galatians 2 : 11-21. 
Righteousness by Faith. 


“The believer is justified by faith; is 
dead to the law; is alive again because 
Christ lives in him, and the principle of 
his present life is the by-faith principle. 
This opens an immense door of hope con- 
cerning daily deliverance from the power 
of sin, because ‘all things are possible 
to him that believeth.’ Justification ts 
that act of God whéreby he = declares 
righteous -all who -believe- in -Jesus. It 
is something which takes - place in the 
mind of God, not in the nervous system 








or emotional nature of the believer.”— 
C. I. Scofield. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
funds to support the four regular and 
five volunteer workers engaged in the 
intensive summer and fall Gospel cam- 
pbaign of the Canadian Sunday School 
Mission in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and 
Alberta provinces (thirty-five dollars a 
month for each worker, and twelve dol- 
lars and fifty cents for expenses; F. A. 
Lawson, President, 840 Strathcone St., 
Winmipeg, Man.). 


Fri.—Colossians 3: 5-17. Complete in Christ. 

Here.is a passage where we are com- 
manded to kill something’ in us — “mor- 
tify” (v. 5). The “therefore” is im- 
portant. Because of their hidden life 
(v. 3) which was the indwelling risen 
Lord himself (v. 4), the Colossians were 
to put sin to death. Verses 5 to 11 con- 
stitute the negative side of Paul’s appeal 
to holiness of life and is followed by his 
positive appeal in verses 12 to 17 to 
give the right of way to purity, truth, 
and love. 

Prayer SvuccesTion: Pray for the 
supply of funds for literature and Scrip- 
ture portions to be used among twenty 
thousand hospital and tuberculosis sani- 
torium patients, by the Bible Institute 
Colportage Association; these funds have 
been completely exhausted (A, F. Gay- 
lord, 843 N. Wells Street, Chicago). 
Sat.—1 Thessalonians 1 : 1-10. 

Turning from Idols. 


“The tenses of the believer’s life here 









(Lesson for Sept. 20) SEPTEMBER 5, 1931 | 


indicated are logical and give the true 
order. They occur also in verse 3. The 
‘work of faith’ is to ‘turn to God from 
idols’; . . . and the ‘patience of hope’ is 
to ‘wait for his Son from heaven’ (cf. 
Matt. 24:42; 25:13; Luke 12: 36-48; 
Acts 1:11; Phil. 3:20, 21). Paul. re- 
peats this threefold sequence in Titus 
2: 11-13."-—C. I. Scofield, 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
prison Bible class in the Ohio .State 
Prison, Columbus, with its eight hundred 
members, established after a revival led 
by the chaplain, the Rev. T. O. Reed; 
for Gospel testimony in all prisons. 


Sun.—Romans 8:1-10. Freedom in Christ. 


“A man cannot rise above the clouds; 
his own dead weight holds. him down 
until “he steps ‘in’ the car suspended be- 
neath the: balloon and cuts loose, when 
he fipds ‘@nigther force dominating the 


forcé ‘of gravity and carrying him aloft 


in’ spite of ‘it. ‘In Christ. Jesus’ there is 
a power that sets one at liberty from the 
sinful force in his members. Gravity 
never ceases, but it may be overcome. 


The law of sin in the members exists 


as long as they do, but ‘in Christ’ it can- 
not operate.”—Dr. James M. Stifler on 
verse 2. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Egypt General Mission (Shebin-el-Kana- 
ter, Egypt); for the patients in the forty 
beds in the hospital; for the hundred and 
forty-seven women and half that number 
Mohammedan men who attend the Bible 
conferences. 








THE NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE 


heartily endorsed by 


GENESIS 4: 13 : 

» 13 And Cain said unto the Lorp, My 
unishment -[mine iniquity] is greater than 
can bear [t i 

GENESIS 4:23 ; 
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can be forgiven].. 
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One Handy Volume, but it Contains a 
WHOLE BIBLICAL LIBRARY 
Nearly 2,000 Pages — Only 1,” Thick 


Why a New Bible? 
HY a new Bible? Because it is a new order of Bible, a Bible that meets an 
urgent need not met by other Bibles.. The NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE 
enables us not only to read the Bible more profitably, and understandingly, but to 
become intelligent students of the Bible as is not true of other Bibles.. This will 
appear from the following brief description of its leading features. 


More Accurate Renderings 


The Authorized Version contains many passages that are not the exact render- 
ing of the Greek or Hebrew. These are corrected.by the simple expedient of placing 
the true translation.in the text in brackets. For example, Phil. 3: 21—‘For our 
versation [citizenship, commonwealth] is in heaven.” Or John 5: 39—“Search [ye 
séafch]} the scriptures; for [because] in them ye think ye have eternal life.” Emi ed 
in the text and not placed in the margin or as footnotes, the reader cannot, fail to 
get the correct rendering, and it does not cause confusion in reading the Lassade 
In other words, the correction is placed where it truly belongs—in the text itself. 

. There are thousands of such corrections, and this is the only Bible that makes it 
possible for the reader of the Authorized Version to get the proper rendering as 
he reads the text. 


FREE CATALOG 


It is impossible to describe the NEW ANALYTICAL 
BIBLE completely in this space. Let us send you our 

" mew two-color catalog, containing specimen pages -and 
descriptive price list. It_ is absolutely free. lip and 
J mail the coupon now, while these facts are before you. 








King James 
Version 


(1)—General Outline of Bible. : 

(2)—History of Bible — Translations — Manuscripts — Evi- 
dences~ of Inspiration—Progress of Doctrine. 

(3)—Factors in. Character Building—Positive and Nega- 
tive Qualities. : : 


THE NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE CONTAINS: 


(16)—Parables of Jesus in chronological order. 

(17)—Miracles of i 

(1:8)—Discourses o 

(:19)—Complete._ chronology of the Old and New Testa- 
ments. 


23 And L&’-méch said unto his wives, 
K’-dxh and Zil’l%h, Hear my voice; ye |] 
wives of L&’-méch, hearken unto my speech: 
for I have slain a man to my wounding 
[for wounding me], and a young man to 
my hurt [for bruising me]. 

EXODUS 5:18 “<< - 

18 Go therefefe now, and work; for there 
shall no straw be given you, yet shall ye 
deliver the tale [number] of bricks. ee 

19 And the officers of the children of Is’- 
ra-l did see that they were in evil case [were 
set on mischief], after it was said [when 
they said], Ye shall not minish: [diminish], 
ought from your bricks of your. daily task. 
JOB 19:25:26 ot 

25 For [But as for me] I know that my 
redeemer for, vindicator] liveth, and that he 
shall stand at the latter day [and at last he 
will stand] upon the earth: 

26 And though after.my skin worms de- 
sttoy this body [and after my skin, even this 


idy is dest \ yet i flesh [th 
without my fea phat | a Gel: = eee | 








iPs. 17.15; 1 Co. 1B} ; 39. 3.2. 
JOHN 5:39 3 
39 J Search [¥e search] the scriptures; 
for [because] in them ye think ye have 
Facsimile of type showing ted renderings in brackets ; 
also the references following each verse. 





esus in chronological order. 
Jesus in chronological order. 
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(1s)—Over. 100 New Testament references to the prophets. 


(34)—12 Beautifully colored maps. 
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rrr TT Trrrerrerecrer (4)—Index and Digest Comprising 200 Pages. ne, p8 8 teas 
a 2 (s)—66 Introductions—One to each book of the Bible. (22)—The Jewish Calendar. : 
: BUXTON-WESTERMAN CO. : rg Fal-pege Charts—A Complete Analysis of the — (23)—Tables of Weights and_ Measures. 
. Sunda ible. : —Liv f leadi Bibl t lined in chron- 
3 - . Pa Meiast tea "etce man mm. a (7)—ss66 Corrected Renderings placed in brackets in the Go pes ew oaaet Pes ee 3 
. reet, cago, ' Text. 4 7 i (25)—Miracles of Old Testament giving occasion, place 
‘ Please mail me without obligation your new a (8)—Thousands of Scriptural References printed in 8 and record. 
® two-color catalog illustrati 4-¢d ibi ® point type following the verses to which they refer. (26)—Prayers of the Bible—giving time and person, occa- 
Ss NEW ANALY € illus ng an escribing the & (9)—Outlines of each of the 66 books—one outline fol- sion and record. 
.— NE YTICAL BIBLE. 4 lowing each book, (27)—Prophecies fulfilled concerning Jesus Christ chron- 
a H Ge) Sateeeens fare. of each book placed after each ologically arranged. 
A ook where it ongs. 28)—Titles and na lied to Holy. Ghosi givi Old 
: Name, ~ sscoknaiocccess ee ccecccccevese Cee eeeecceseceseccce : (11)—Contemporaneous History of each book follows ( de a oar tale = 4 ~ OS¢ giving 
' i ‘Outstanding Facts. (29)—Miracles wrought by the Holy Ghost, by the Angel, 
a Siva es. H (12)—New Testament..references follow books of Old Apostles and other Disciples. 
oar: eR Pe ea Neb eps esate pewBeasrecedereccoesccas H estament. Old Testament references follow books (30)—History of the Herodian Family. 
4 H of New Testament. / E : (31)—Topieal Study of the Bible—42 pages. 
i. RWOP: a. ated bedanataa ce te cc hae oe apaerede We z 3—s8 Black pg tag mage illuminate Bible Text. (32)—Concordance—117_ pages. 
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